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F er cannot be denied, "i ol | People 
mae their Rerioion not ſo much from... 


[ 5 58 8 Choice as from Chance; becauſe it hap» 


© pened to be the Religion of the Country - 
S OY where they were. — and bred; or . 
ye their Parents ts 6 firſt Inſtructors inſtilled into 
their Minds the ſame Principles which they had em- 
braced themſelves. But when they are grown up ta 


Years of Underſtanding, it is highly fitting that 3 
| ſhould examine for, themſelves, and ſee into the 
Grounds and Reaſons upon which they have been 


taught in this or that Manner to believe. THO: 
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4 The Englibman directe . 
Fair and impartial Trial; and no Man that kia 
himſelf to be guided by Reaſon, will refuſe to hear 
| Reaſon, on which Side ſoever it is offered. If he 
finds what he had been taught in his early Years to, 
be conformable to Truth, he will more Readily ad- 
Here to it, and think it a Happineſs that he was ſo 
foon acquainted with it. If, upon better Inquiry, 
he diſcovers himſelf to have been brought up in an 
Error, he will not be difficult to part with it, and to 
take the right and ſureſt Way to his eternal Hap- 
Pineſs. 

Ir is with this View that the following Diſcourſs 
of RELIGION is made public, namely, to be aſſiſting 
"to thoſe who are willing to make a rational Inquiry 

into Things, and to be ſet right in the Religion 

which they ſhould live and die in, that they might 

not be as Children, toſſed to and fro with every Wing 
"of Detirme, | 

Tue Queſtions I ſhall TY and to which 1 
'ſhall endeavour to give a REIIAeY Anſwer, ard 
theſe : 
Tic, War it is neceſſary to be of any Religion 

gat all? 

© Secondly, Wu we are and ought to be of the 
Chriſtian "Religion, rather than of any other that Has 
prevailed in the World? 

Thirdly, BEcausE amongſt Chriſtians there are 
Diviſions; and tne moſt confiderable in theſe Weſtern 
Parts of the World, is that of the Proteſtants and 
Papiſis; whether we ſhould be in the Number of 
the former, or of the latter ? | 

Feurthly, BECAusk here in England the Proteſ- 
tants themſelves are of different Minds, ſome keep- 
ing to the Eſtabiiſhed Church, others ſeparating from 
it ; whether we ſhould choole either to be Churth- - 
men or Digenters RY | 


SECT, 
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9 9 HE R E being too many amongſt us who talks 
1 and ad, as if they had: no Reſigion, the fitſt? 
Queſtion | propoſed to be conſidered was this 
_ Whr it is neceſſary for us to be of any. Religion at 
all? 

IANSWER, Becauſe there is a God. For Reli- 
gion is nothing elſe but the Honour and Worſhip we 
pay to God: And whoſoever is perſuaded in his 
Mind, that there is. fuch a Being, cannot but look 
upon himſelf as bound to yield him the higheſt e 8 
monies of Honour and Reſpect. 

Wurd we ſpeak of Gop: we mean by.that Non 
the higheſt and moſt perfect of all Beings, Him who 
formed the World, es all Things in it; by whoſe 
infinite Power. and Wiſdom: the Univerſe is go- 

verned, and on whom all the Creatures depend ſor 

their Life and continual Support.. To ſuch a Being 

as this, ſo exceedingly great and good, all that have 
any Senſe of him, or are capable of underſtanding 
their Obligations to him, muſt own their Reverence 
and Worſhip to be due, and that it is reaſonable for 

them to live in SubjeQion to his Laws. This is 

what we mean by. Religion. _ 

' IF it be aſked, upon what Grounds. we believe 

and are perſuaded there is a God? _. 

Wx anſwer: The Frame of the World in gene- 

ral; the Frame of our own Natures in particular; 

the Voice of all Nations; and the Voice of our own _ 

Conſciences, plainly. declare that there i Is, and muſt 

be ſuch a Being. | 
1. Tar Frame of the World in general evidently. 
ſhews it: For how was it poſſible that ſo large and 
beautiful a World could ever come into Being, its 
Farts ranged! in ſo excellent an Order, all its Mo- 
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6 The Eygliſman directed 
tions ſo admirably adjuſted, without the Contrivance 
of a moſt wiſe and pawei ful Being, ſuch as we mean 
by the Name and Title of Gon? A Man may as 
well believe, when he ſees a fair and flatcly Build- 
ing, that it rofe without Hands, or when he fees an 
Engine perſorming all ics Motions with Exactneſs, 
that no Workman had the Contrivance of it, as. 
that this World was not made and put in Motion by 
infinite Counſel and Wiſdom, It is not ſurely at 
Random, or by any Kucwiedge and Will of their 
own, that the Sun, Moon, and Stars, hold on their 
Courſes ; the Year brings round its Seaſons ; the 
_ Sea obſerves its Ebbs and Flows; the Earth produces 
its various Fiuits; and the Animals are taught to- 
provide for themſelves and their Young. Theſe 
and Thou'ands of other I:ſRtances, even all the 
Works of Nature, ſhew that there is a ſupreme 
over-rulmg Power, who fi ſt ſet in order the Corrie 
of the World, and affigned to each Being its proper 
Station and Buſineſs, and does not fail to maintain 
and preſerve that moſt wiſe Order he has eſtabliſhed 
amongſt them. OE Oo F 
2. Tat Frame of our own Natures, in particu- 
lar, teaches and aflures us of the ſame weighty 
Truth: For we wee and eſteem it to be our Happi- 
nefs, that we underſland more than the Braſis of the 
Earth, and are made wiſer than the Fouls of Heaven. 

BuT wherein is it that this ſuperior Wiſdom of 
ours does appear? how does the Excellency of our 
Underſtanding ſhew itſelf? Chicfly in this: That 
we have a Senſe ard Knowledge of the God that 
made us. The Creatures below us are perfectly ig- 
Norant of him; have not the leaſt Senſe of a Deity, 
or Inclination to worſhip him: But Man is by Na- 
ture ſormed a religious Animal, born to lock upwaid. 
to the mighty Author of his Being, having Capa- 
cities for, and a D. ſpoſition to wolſhip him: 8 

e _ Unics 


in the Choice of bis Relipion. 33 
unlefs we can ſuppoſe that ſuch a Propenſity wass 
planted in us perſectly in vain, we muſt be con- 
vinced of the Being of a God who hath framed us 
thus, and hereby diſtinguiſhed us from the Beaſts 
anc periſh: ( 5500 
3. To this agrees the general Voice of Mankind, 
all Nations univerſally conſenting in this Perſuaſion. 
For howſoever they may differ in other Things, in 
Laws, in Manners, or in the Forms of Religion, 
in this they have conftantly agreed, that there is and 
muſt be a God, to whom r hgious Worſhip is due. 
It is true, they have fallen into great Errors and Su- 
perſtitions in this Point, ſome believing in a Multi- 
tude of Gode, and bowing themſelves down to 
Stocks and Stones; others entertaining very odd and 
extravagant Corceits about him: But that there is a 
Sovereign Being whom they are obliged to, worſhip, _ 
has been the conſtant Belief of all Nations and Ages. 
And if one or two particular Perſons have at any 
Time ſprung up, who have ſeemed to queſtion this 
Truth, they have been condemned, and abhorred as 
Nton ere in Nature. Which ſhews, that God has 
either made ſome Diſcoveries of himſelf to the 
World, however they may have been forgotten and 
neglected, or that he has interwoven in our very 
Natures a Senſe of Religion. th 
4. Tk Voice of a Mar's own Conſcience, if he 
will but liſten to it, will clearly ſatisfy him that 
there is a holy and righteous God, to whom he mult 
de accountable, He plainly pergeives that he has a 
natural Senſe of Good and Evi ; that there is a Law 
within him, which tells him ſome Things he ought: 
to do, other Things he ought to avoid; that thoſe 
are virtuous and commendable, that theſe are vicious 
and Blame-worthy: According to which Diſtine- 
tion, as he frames and orders his Actions, his own 
Mind is ready to applaud or condema' him. This 
—_— Th A4 . — Judgment | 4 


1 The Exgliſbman directed 

Judgment which a Man paſſes upon himſelf, or the 
Senſe he has of his own well or evil Doings, is what 
we mean by Conſcience; the Force and Power 
whereof. all Perſons of all Ranks and Conditions 
have been ready to acknowledge. To poſſeſs a clear 
and quiet Conſcience, not ſtung with the Guilt of 
any great and flagrant Wickedneſs, has been always 
reckoned the firmeſt Ground of Comfort : On the 
contrary, the Remorſe and Laſhes of an evil Con- 
ſcience, were. by the Heathens judged to be a Tor- 
ment inſupportable. Which ſhews how vain and ri- 
diculous is the Talk of thoſe who have given out Re- 
ligion to be only a State-Device, to keep the World 
in Awe; when, as Stateſmen themſelves, yea, and 
the mightieſt of Kings, have been equally liable to 
the Terrors cf Con'cience with the meaneſt of their 
Subjects. And what do theſe Admonitions and 
Bodings of Conſcience mean? what were they in- 
tended to teach us, but this? namely, That there is 
moſt certainly an Almighty Being, whoſe Servants 
we are, whoſe Laws we muſt obey; and if we will 
not, but live altogether in a Neglect of Him, and 
allow ourſelves in thoſe Vices which the Reaſon he 
has planted in us does flatly condemn, we muſt ex- 
pect one Day to be ſeverely puniſhed by Him; and 
though we ſhould eſcape his Vengeance in this 
World, we ſhall dreadfully feel it in the next. _ 
T Hvs are we taught by the viſible Frame of this 


c 5 World, by the Dignity and Excellency of our own 


Natures, by the Voice of all Nations, and by the 
Voice of our own Conſciences, that there is a High 
and moſt Glorious God, in whom we live, and move, 
and have our Being ; and to whom, as we are made 
capable of doing it, we ate to yield our Worſhip 


and reaſonable Service. „ „ 8 
Ir it ſhould be aſked, Why God does not think 

It clearly to diſcover himſelt to us, ſo as to put us 
| T out 


in the Choice of bis Religion. 9 
out of all Doubt, both of his Being, and the Way 
in which he would be honoured by us? 

To this I anſwer, and it is a farther Satisfaction to 
us, That he has- from Time to Time made ſuch: 
Revelations of himſelf, as he ſaw moſt proper and 
fitting; not indeed to all without Diſtinction, but 
to Perſons of very eminent Piety and Goodneſs, 
whom he made choice of to be the Teachers and In- 
ſtructors of others. Such were Meſes and the Pro- 
phets under the Old Teſtament, Jeſus and his 
Apoſtles under the New; who (as will be ſhe wn in 
due Place) gave ample Aſſurance to the World, 
that what they taught was immediately communi- 
cated to them from Above, and that God by them 
declared his Will and Pleaſure unto Men. And it 
| gives us a ſolid Joy and Comfort in believing, tbat 
we hear God ſpeaking to us in thoſe ſacred Books 
which his Prophets and extraordinary Ambaſſadors - 
left behind them. So that although God does not 
' viſibly appear to Men, nor indeed in this mortal 
State were we able to bear it, yet has he manifeſted” 
- himſelf in ſuch a: Manner to us, as to leave us in no- 
- Uncertainty what we are to believe, or what we a e- 
We in order to the Attainment of everlaſt. ng. 
„„ | N 
T zis then may ſuffice to have been ſpoken on the 
 firft Queſtion propounded, namely, Why it is ne- 
ceſſary for us io be of ſome Religion or other? The 
| Reaſon is, becauſe there is a God, to whonr our re- 
ligious Veneration is due. Were there indeed no- 
ſuch Being, as the Atheiſt vainly dreams, or is will- 
ing to hope, then ſhould we have no Occation 19 + 
trouble ourſelves about Religion: But unleſs Man- 
kind ſhould become another Sort of Creatures, and 
- ſhould have no higher Sentiments than the poor 
\ Rrutes, they will ſtill be inclined to ackuowledge a du 
- worſhip the D-iry, | £3; 3 
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B UT ſuppoſing it neceſſary to be of ſome Rel 


gion, it may be demanced, 
Secondly, Wur we are and ought to be of the 


Chriſtian Religion, rather than of any other that has 
prevailed in the World! 1 


Tus Anſwer is, Becauſe the Chriſtian Religion 


came from God; and was intended by him to be 


the Religion of all Nations, even unto the End of 
the World: So that no Religion contrary te it, or 


different from it, is to be received. Here then it 


will be neceſſary to ſhe w, 


I. War e we have to tele thor hs 
Chriſtian Religion came from God. 


II. How it appears that it was de ſigned by him to 


| be the Religion of all Nations, even unto the End 
of the Wall. 


I. Wnar Reafon we have to 8 that the 
Chriftian Religion came from God. Now the Rea- 
ſan why we thus belicve, is, becauſe He who was 
the Author and Teacher of this Religion, gave the 


_ cleareſt Demonſtrations that he was ſent by God for 
the Inftruftion of the World. This he ſhewed, 


1. By the Miracles he wrought ; doing fach and 


ſo great Things, as none could poſſibly have done, unleſs 
Cod had been with him, Fhe Miracles which Jeſus 
did, were not ſuch as tended only to the Amuſe- 
ment of People, or to work in them a preſent Won- 


der and Aſton:ſhmenr, but they were wrought in 


Compaſſion to the Miſeries of Mankind; and the 


Relief they gave was inſtantly ſeit, and long enjoyed. 
So did he cauſe the Blind to fee, the Deaf to hear, 


the Dumb to ſpeak, and the Lame to walk; ſome- 
times uſing no Means at all; at other Times ſuch as 


Were next to none, mug © no-wiſe equal to the Ef- 


— 
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feat; generally, he ſpake the Word only, and the 
Difſtempets immediately fled :- With a few Loaves, | 
and two or three ſorall Fiſhes, he fed and ſatisfied 1, 


the Hunger of many Thouſands: And more than 
once he raifed to Life again Perſons known to be. 
dead, that were carrying out to their Burial, yea, 


one that had lain ſo long in the Grave, as to ve 


thought corrupted. 


His Miracles were many and various, great and 
amazing, ſalutary and moſt beneficial; which he 
performed not privately and in a Corner, but in the 

- Sight of Multitudes, that were daily following him,. 
and receiving Good from him. Laſt of all, to ſhew 
by whoſe Commiſſion he ated, and whoſe choſen 
"Miniſter he was, on the third Day after he ſuffered 
Death, God raiſed him out of the Grave; and after 
ſome Days Continuance here upon Earth, he took 
him up in a bright Cloud into Heaven. 

SUCH was the Perſon who firſt taught the Chriſ- 
tian Religion; of whom, if the Account now given 
de to be depended upon, no one, I think, can make 
the leaſt Queftion, but the Docttine he taught cer - 

tainly came from God. The ſame appears, 

22. FROM the Prophecies that for many Ages beſore 
were given concerning the ming of this excellent 

Perſon; and what He was to do, to teach, and to 

' ſuffer 3 which were all exactly fulfilled in him, and 

never were fulfilled in any other. 

Tas Books of the Old Teſtament had been long 

in the Hands of the Fews, and were ſo well known 
to contain clear Predictions of a great Prophet and 

| Meflenger of God, whom they called by the Name 

. of- Mei ah, or Chriſt, that the whole Jewiſh Nation: 
were in a conſtant ExpeRation of him; and the 
Remains of that People, who will not acknowledge 

our JEsus to have been Him, continue to expect: 
him till, But nothing can be more plain to an un- 


3 


mould ſeize upon the Jewiſh Nation, by the Juſt 


paieties: How they ſhould have Eyes, but fee not; 
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| prejudiced Perſon, that will but give himſelf Leave 
to look into their Books, than that the Time, 


within which the Meffiah was to appear, is paſt 


long ago; and that at that very Time, which had 
been pre- ſignified by the Prophets, and when the 


wiſh Nation were in full Expectation of him, 


then did our Lord Jeſus ſhew bimelf to the World, 
a Teacher of Righteouſneſs; who appears to have 
ſprung out of the ſame Tribe, out of the ſame Fa- 
| —"kig and .to have been born in_tbe very Place, 
i or the Meffiah was to make his Entry into the 


orld. And whoſoever will but read and obſerve, 
how punctually every Circumſtance of his Sufferings 
and Death had been foretold by the ancient. Scrip- 


tures, will ſee abundant Reaſon to - conclude, — 


that our Lord Jeſus was the true Meſſiah, and that 
the Books which propheſied of him, were truly 


Oracles of God. 


Ir might ſeem indeed ſtrange that the Jus them- 


ſelves ſhould have overlooked the Meaning ef their 


own Prophecies, and not to have acknowledged 
Him, to whom they did ſo plainly refer. 


T x1s, I ſay, might ſeem ſtrange, had not their 
own Prophets alſo ſignified, how fatal a Blindneſs 
Judgment of God for their many and provoking 


Ears, and hear not; an Under/landing, and not per- 


ceive.— When this Veil, which yet remains upon 


them, is to be taken away, mult be left to the un- 
ſearchable Wiſdom of God. 


Tavus may we be ſatisfied from the twofold ſtrong 


Teſtimony given to it from Above, namely, Pro- 
phecy and Miracles, that the Chriſtian Religion 
certainly came from God, or that the Doctrine 

taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles is to be received 


ET TT aby 
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by us, as the Declaration of God's Mind and Will 
to the World. 
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1 F/ it t ſhould be aſked, How we can pen on the 
Account that is given us of the Miracles of Chriſt 
and bis Apoſtles? 1 anſwer, The Event plainly 
ſhews it to be true. For how other wiſe could the 
: Chriſtian: Religion ever have prevailed, or gained 
any Credit in the World ? Was it poſſible that any of 
- the Jew: Nation ſhould become Chriſtians, (as 
many of them did) had they not been fatisfied, that 
what Jeſus was reported to have done amongſt them, 
was real Fact? Had they not ſeen, or underſtood 
from unqueſtionable Hands, the Miraeles he 
wrought in his Liſe-time, and the Wonders that 
| happened at his Death? Could the Gentiles have 
ever been perſuaded to throw aſide the Religion of 
their Anceſtors, out of Reſpect to one that had been 
' crucified, had not thoſe who preached Him, given 
the cleareſt Marks of that divine Authority and 
Power, by which they proclaimed him to be the 
Lord of Life and Glory? In a Word, a Man might 
as ſoon believe, that be naked and unarmed 
Perſons could have conquered the World, as that 
the Apoſtles could have ſpread Chriſtianity fo far 


and wide as they did, without the Power of God A 


viſibly attending them, had they not made it plainly 
appear by the Signs they wrought for Mens Convic- 
tion, that their Doctrine was indeed from Above. 
If they had intended only to amuſe the World with 

| a Fiction, they would have framed their Story of 
Things done a long Time ago, in ſome Age that 
had ow paſſed ; which yet, had they never before 
deen beard of, they would have ſound it a difficult 


Matter 


14 The Engliſhman directed 
Matter to perſuade any one to believe; but to tell 
the Generation then living, that Jeſus their Maſter 
had ſhewan himſelf among them to be an extraordi- 
nary Prophet and Miniſter of Heaven, by a great 
Variety of Wonders publicly done in thoſe Days, 
ſuppoſing them not to have been done, how wild 
and extravagant muſt it needs have appeared to all! 
And where could they have found any ſo weak as to 
hearken to their Story? But in appealing thus to 
the Senſe and Knowledge of the preſent: Age, they. 
| ſhewed how well aflured they were of the Truth of 
all they had ſaid and written, how little they. fea: ed. 
any Examination and Inquiry ; and, -to give a laſt- 
ing Evidence of their honeſt and upright Meaning,. 
they ſealed their Teſtimony with their Blood, dying 
in and for the Sake of thoſe 'Fruths, and of that Re- 
| ligian they had delivered to the World. 
To what has been ſaid, I might add a more in- 
ward Sort of Evidence, contained in the Doctrine of 
_ Chriſtianity itſelf; the Nature and Genius whereof 
ſhew plainly enough from whence it had its Origi- 
nal, For where ſhall we fee fo rational an Account 
given of the Nature and Perfections of God, of the 
State and Condition of Man, as in the Chriftian In- 
. Kitutions 1 Where may we find the Method of aton- 
ing and making God-reconcileable to us, taught in a. 
anner fo fully anſwering to all our Needs and Ex- 
pectations? Where ſhall we find Morality. carried: 
to ſo high a Degree of Perfection? Precepts of Vir- 
tue ſo holy, righteous and good? From whence can 
we derive ſo folid a Ground of Contentment and 
Peace ? ſo juſt a Contempt of this empty and tran- 
ſient World? fo reaſonable and lively a Hope of a 
better? Surely a Religion ſo full of excellent In- 
ſtruction, diſcountenancing all Appearance of Evil, 
recommencing every Thing that is worthy and: 
good, ſetting before us a Proſpect ſo encouraging to 
. | out. 


dur Hopes, ſo awakening to our Fears, cannot well 
be thought to have any other than God for its Au- 


thor, having all the Properties and Marks that could: 


be looked for in a Religion coming from Heaven. 
 _ WHAT has deen ſaid, may, I hope, ſuffice. to 


confirm us in a ſettled Belief and Aſſurance, that 
Jesus ChRisr, in whom we believe, was indeed a. 


Teacher ſent from God; and that the Doctrine 
taught by him; and his Apoſtles, was no other than 


the Signification of God's Mind and Pleaſure; the 


which we muſt obſer ve, and act — if we 
defire to be happy. And if this Doctrine or R 
be indeed from God, we may ſoon determine what 


Judgment. we are to make of any other Religions, 


which are contrary to, or differ from the Chriſtian ; 
namely, that they are not true; and that we muſt 
not receive, or be Followers of them. Errors may 
de numberleſs; but Truth is but one; and all 


I propoſe in the following Sections, to conſider the 
ſeveral Religions that ſtand in Qppoſition to Chriſ— 
tianity, and to new upon what Grounds they are to- 


de tejectedt. | 


In the mean Time let us briefly refle& upon what: 
bas been already delivered. From whence we may 


ſee, ; | 


1. Tur extravagant F. olly and Madneſs of thoſe 
who live in the Contempt of all Religion in general. 


For as ſure as there is a God, it is neceſſary for a 
Man to be of ſome Religion, in ſome Way or 


other to honour and wo:ſhip his Maker. He that 


does it not, is far worſe than a Turk, or a Heathen, 
who in their ſeveral Ways expreſs their religious 
Apprehenſions, and have their Times and Places for 
their folemn Worſhip. The Atheiſt, or Neglecter 
of all Worſhip, would be abhorred in every Nation 
under Heaven; and how prodigious is it, that . 
D 5 5 ſuc 


y 6 . 2 # * 8 70 0% „ f X hy N : 
 #n' the Choice of bis Religion, 15 


el igion 4 
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Doctrine with Miracles; if God was with thenv.in 
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ſuch-ſhould. be found amongſt Chriſtians ?: There 


2. As we call ourſelves ſo, and: profeſs: ourſelves 


to live under the beſt. of Religions, we ſhould be truly 


thankful for the Bleſſing we enjoy, and take Care to 
live anſwerably to it; in a regular Performance of 
our Duty towards God, in obſerving Juſtice and 


Equity towards Men, and maintaining a due Go- 
vernment over our Appetites and Paſſions. If we 
are altogether diſregardful of the Rules of Chriſtianity, , 


in vain do we take the Name of Chriſt upon us; the 
beſt of Religions will no wiſe avail thoſe. who never 


mind it, or care not to be governed by it. 


ti 


SECT. v. 


— 


| T H E Reaſon above given, why we ſhould be of 


the Chriſtian Religion, rather than of any 


other that has prevailed in the World, was this, 


namely, ©* Becauſe the Chriſtian. Religion came from 
God, and was deſigned by him to be the Religion of 


all Nations;“ fo that no Religion contrary: to it; or 


different from it, is to be received, 


How and upon what Grounds we believe that it. 
came from God, has been already conſidered, 


Bor before I proceed to examine into the ſeveral. 


Religions different from the Chriſtian, it will be ne- 
ceflary to clear up the latter Part of the Anſwer, and 
to ſhew how it does appear that God intended Chriſ- 


tianity to be the Religion of all Nations, even o 


the End of the World. 


Fos this we muſt take the Words of thoſe who 
were the fiift Preachers of it. I mean the Apoſtles. 
of our Lord Jeſus, „„ 


* 


Fok, if they, like their Maſter, confirmed their 


all- 


in the Choice of bis Religion. | I 7 
all that they taught and did ; then are they to be be- 


lieved in whatſoever they have faid and written for 
the Inſtruction of the World. 


Now in their Books, which they left behind them 


for the ſtanding Benefit and Inſtruction of the 


Churches, they frequently declare that Chriſtianity 
was the laſt and moſt perfect Revelation of his Mind 
and Will, which God intended to make to the 
World, after which no other is to be expected: 
Conſequently, no Pretences of any new Doctors 
are to be hearkened to; the Goſpel already given is 
to be the only Rule of our Faith and Pratice, | * 
Tn Commiſſion given by Chriſt to his Apoſtles, 
evidently ſhews, that the Religion they taught was 
to be univerſa), not intended (like that of the — 
tor the Uſe of any ſingle Nation or People, but of 


all the Nations upon the Earth. So were they com. 


manded by their Lord, Te go Abroad, and to teach, 
or make Diſciples of AI Nati, In Purfuance of 
this Charge, they readily diſperſed themſelves into 
the ſeveral} Regions of the World, preaching the 
Goſpel in all Countries where they travelled, and 


converting Multitudes of People to the Chriſtian 


Faith; making ſo great a Progreſs in the Work, 
that St. Paul could ſay | in his Time, That their Sobind 


was gone out into all the Earth, and their Words unto 


the Ends of the Horld, 


Ir x it be ſaid, that notwithſlanding the Labours 
and Preaching of the Apoſtles, great Numbers every 


where remained Infidels; and many Nations, where 
the Goſpel had been planted by them, have ſince 
returned to their old State of Heatheniſm, or em- 
braced a Religion very different from Chriſtianity, 


'Tars is no ſufficient Objection to what was be- 


fore zliedged, namely, that the Chriſtian' Religion 
was intended to be the general Religion of the 


Werld. For it is too evident that the- gracious In- 


tentions 
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defeated by Mens own perverſe and ungtateful Be- 


38 The Englifomon diretied | 
tentions of God for the Good of Mankind may be 
haviour. He calls upon Sinners to repent,. and has 
declared himſelf to have no Pleaſure in the Death of the 
Wicked; but notwithſtanding this, many, even the | 
far greateſt Part, will continue impenitent and 
wicked, and be doomed to the Pains of eternal 
Neath. In like Manner, the Goſpel-was intended 
as a Bleſſing to the whole World, and the Apoſtles 
were employed to publiſh it among all Nations; but 


they were impowered only to perſuade and convince,. 


not to foree and compel ; and though many became 3} 
their Converts, it is. no Wonder at all, if a great 
many others, having no Regard to God and Reli- 


| 4% and totally immerſed in the Affairs and Pur- 
ſu 


its of the World, gave no Heed at all to them or 


their Doctrine. | 
AND in the Nations where the Gofpel. was once 


well ſettled, God did not think fit abſolutely to con- 
ſtrain Men to live in Obedience to it, or to put it out a 


of their Power, by any groſs Neglect or Fault of 


their own, to make a Forfeiture of fo excellent a Pri- 


vilege. They might, if they were not watchful,. 
Jay themſelves open to Errors and Dulufions-; and 
falling into unneceſſary Quarrels- and Contentions, 
might render themſelves an eaſy Prey to a barbarous: 
Enemy: Such has been the Fate of many Chriſtian: 
Nations formerly; and who knows what Calamities 
may happen to ourſelves, if our Impieties and Vices, 
our Quarrels and Diviſions, ſhould provoke God to 
withdraw his Protection from us; if we endeavour 


not to live more worthy of the Religion we profeſs ? 


But it is no Impeachment of the Goodnefs of God, 


that Men too often abuſe it, and are puniſhed for Ml 


ſuch Abuſe ; nor is it any Argument againſt the 
Chriſtian Religion, that although it was deſigned for 
the Benefit of all. Nations, all will not receive or be 
2.4 | governed. 
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governed by it. Ard if there ſhuuld appear to us 
Difficulties in the Adminiſtration of divine Provi- 


= gence, that we know not with our beſt Reaſon how 


to reſolve, we muſt remember that God: is infinite] 
above us, wonderful in Counſel, and excellent in Works 
ing, whoſe Judgments are unſearchable, and his Mays 
faſl finding out. | | bo. 

As the Chriftian Religion was deſigned to be uni- 


4 verſa), it appears to be the laſt and moſt per ſect Reve- 
lation of his Mind and Will, which Sed intended to 
make to the World; after which no other is to be 


expected. Whatever Laws or Significations cf, his 
Pleaſure God gave in former Ages; when he ſent 
his Son Chriſt Jeſus into the World, it was his 
Will and Command that Men ſhould hearken 
to him above all other Prophets and Miniſters that 
went before him: So he declared by a Voice from. 


Haven, Fors is my beloved Sen, in whom I am welb 


= pleaſed, hear ye him. Not without Reaſon therefore 
did Chriſt ſay of himſelf, Zohn xiv. 6. I am the Way, 


I he Truth, and the Life; no Man cometh to the Father 
but by me. The Apoſtle to the Hebrews thus begins 


his Epiſtle, God, who at ſundry Times, and im divers 
Manners, ſpake in Time peſt unto the Fatbers by the 
Prophets, hath in theſe loſt Days ſpoken unta us by his. 
Sen And the Inſtructions which he has delivered 


| B 9 ſo eminent a Miniſter, by a Perſon ſo near and 


ar to himſelf, we may well conolude to be of the 
higheſt Importance, and to excel all the Laws and 
Inſtitutions, which in any preceding Age had been 
given to the World. It is no leſs plain from what 

| the Apoſtles ſay of it, that after the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion was once revealed, no other Form of Religion, 
or Doctrine was to be expected from Heaven, as 


I long as the World laſts. Ihe Goſpel which the 


Apoſtles preached and publiſhed through the Na- 
tions, was to be the ſtanding Rule by which Men. 
| were 


20 The Engliſhman diretted 
were thenceforward to govern themſelves : No new- 
Truths not taught therein are to be believed as re- 
vealed by God; no new Laws different from, or 
contrary to thoſe therein contained; are to be ob- 
ſerved, as of any Neceſſity to recommend us to the 
Favour of God; yea, if any ſhould pretend to any 
new Revelations, or <ndeavous to impoſe upon the 
World any other Doctrines, we are required abſo- 
lutely to reje&t them, a Curſe being pronounced 
upon thoſe who ſhould in any After-time make 
ſuch an Attempt. So did St. Paul openly declare, 
Gal. i. 8. Though we, or an Angel from Heaven, 
ſhould preach any. other Goſpel than what has been al- 
ready preached, let him be accurſed: Which, to make 
the greater Impreffion, and the more earneſtly to 
eaution us againſt the giving Ear to any Impoſtors, 
he repeats in the very next Verſe, doubling the Ade 
monition, to put us more upon eur Guard; As 1 
faid before, fo ſay I now again, F any Man preach any 
other Goſpel to you than that ye have received, let him be 
* aeeurſed. Seeing therefore the Religion taught by 
the Apoſtles of Chrift was fo abundantly confirmed: 
by the Miracles God: wrought in its Favour ; ſeeing 
it was publiſhed through the Nations of the World, 
to be by All received; ſceing no new Goſpel or Re- 
velation from God is to be expected, but all Pre- 
tences to it are to be rejected with a Curſe; it ap- 
pears very plain, why we are and ought to be of the 
Chriſtian Religion, rather than any other. that has. 
prevailed in-the World. 5 
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8 becauſe there formerly were, and ſtill are 
- In Being, other Religions different from Chriſ. 
tanity, it may be convenient; for the farther 
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rengthening of our Faith, to take a brief Survey of 
'them, and to ſhew upon what particular Reaſons 


each of them is to be rejected by us. 
Tur Religions which, beſides the Chriſtian; 


have been and are now in the World, are theſe 


three, namely, the Jeriſb Religion, he Heatben 
Religion, and that which the "Turks, and other 


W Eaſtern People have embraced, namely the Maha 


-metan,. 

As to the firft, we do not deny that it came - from 
'God, who by the Hands of his Servant doſes, deli- 
vered to the People of 1/rael a Law, or Body of 
Laws, inſtructing them in all Matters pertaining to 
his own Worſhip, and in all the Duties of Juſtice 
and Equity they were to perform to each other. 
Tais Law was delivered in ſo ſolemn a Manner 


from Mount Sinai, where God ſhewed himſelf pre- 
ſent by a terrible Pomp and Majeſty, that the People 
could be under no Doubt from whom it proceeded: 


And Maſes had wrought ſo many Wonders in the 


Face of the whole Nation, that they could not but 
be ſatisfied whoſe Miniſter he was, and that the Re- 
ligion taught by him was to be received with the 


greateſt Veneration. But this Religion, although 


of divine Original, we cannot now be of, for theſe 


two Reaſons: _ 
1. BECAUSE it was not intended for the Religion 


Al all Nations, being only given to the Nation of the 
| Jews ; as the Pſalmiſt ſays, God dealt not ſo with any 
other Nation, neither had the Heath:n Knowledge of bo 


Laws, Accordingly, we do not read of any Apoſtles 


or extraordinary Miniſters ſent forth to publiſh it to 
the reſt of the World, and to make Converts of other 


e to the ſame. 
. ANoTHER Reaſon why we cannot be of the 


vi Religion, and why even the Fews themſelvès 


thould no longer adhere to it, is, becauſe it appears | 
| to 


r * 


The Engliſhman directed 

to have been only given for a Time, till the great 
Meſſiah or Chriſt ſhould come, when it was to give 
Place to the Doctrine or Religion taught by him. 
Aﬀofes himſelf foretold of a great Prophet thai ſhould 
in due Time come into the World, who, like him 
felf, ſhould be a Lawgiver to the People, and was 
in all Things to be hearkened to: Of this we find 
St. Peter putting his Countrymen, the Jews, in 
Mind, As iii. 22. For Moſes truly ſpake unto our 
 Pathers, The Lord our God ſhall raiſe up from among 
your Brethren a Prophet like unto me; him ſhall ye hear 
in all Things, whatſoever he fhall ſay unto you Which 
he-applies to Jeſus our Lord, as he ſpeaks in the laft 
Verſe of that Chapter; Unto you fir, God baving 
raiſed up bis Son Jeſus, ſent bim to bleſs you, in turning 
away every one of yeu from his [niquities, If now (as 
we have ſhewn) the Apoſtles are to be believed in 
all they have ſaid and taught, there is nothing more 
clear from their Writings, than that upon the Reve- | 
lation of the Goſpel, the Law of Mes was out- 
dated, no longer to bind even the Jets themſelves, 
| "except in ſuch Precepts as were binding to all Man- 
kind before that Law was given, and are of natural 
and perpetual Obligation; but the whole Frame of 
that Law, reſpecting the Service of the Tavernacle 

and Temple, with the Rites and Ceremonies there- | 
in prefcribed, was to be diſſolved, and to ceaſe upon 
the Introduction of that new and better Form of Re- 
ligion taught by Chrift and his Apoſtles ; whereſore 
is our Lord Jeſus called the Mediator of a new Co- 
venent, in Oppoſition to the old Covenant eſtabliſhed 
by Meſes, which, as the Apoſtle ſays, Hood only in 
Meats and Drinks, and divers Waſbings and carnal 
Ordinances, and was impoſed an them until the Time of 
- Reformation, until the great Reform made in Reli- 
gion by Chriſt the Son of God; fince the appearing i 
of whom, All, both Jews and Gentiles, are 2 * 


| dead to the 
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| pet Juſtification only by the Faith of Him, and 


Obedience to his Doctrine. Wherefore, (ſays St. 
Paul to the — my Brethren, ye alſo ar- become 
— Body of Cbriſt, for be is out 
Peace, : who hath 9. both one, both Fews and Gen- 
tiles one People, and hath broken” down the middle 
Wall of Partition between as; = having aboliſhed in his 
Fleſh the Enmity, even the Lau of Cemmandments con- 
tained in Ordinances, that he might reconcile both untd 
God in one Body by the Croſs, Eph. ii. 14— 16. 
Tus then were the Fews and Gentiles to be 
united in the ſame Body of Chriſt's Church, and te 
live by the ſame Law, even that of him who appeated 
to be their common Saviour. May God of his infi- 
nite Mercy remove the Veil lying yet upon the 
Minds of the Fews, and diſpoſe them to be united 
was us in FI Belief of the true and only Metfiah 1 
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trons, and that Fooliſh Heart was darkened ; profe 
| themſelves wife, they became Fool; and chang . 


| Glory of the incorruptible God into an Image mad, like to 


— 
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far more Reaſon to reject and even abominate 
that of the Heathen, againſt which God fo often de- 


| clares, both in che Old and New Teſtament. 
What Sort of Religion was in Uſe amon 


gſt the 
Heathens, we are told by St. Paul, Rom. i. 21, &t. 
where he ſays, That they became vain in their Imagina- 


corruptible Man, and to Birds, and to four-footed Beaſts, 


and creeping Things, They deviſed to themſelves a 


Muhitude of Gods and Goddeſſes, which they Wor- 


ſhipped under various Forms and Idols, bowin 


themſelves down, and pa Adoration to the 


was of their own Hands. They gave divine Ho- 


nours, 
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nours, not only to dead Men, who in their Life« 


time had been infamous for their Vices and Villain- 
jes, but they ſtooped to the Worſhip of the baſeſt 


Creatures; hardly a Beaſt, or a Plant, but by ſome 


or other was worſhipped for a Deity. And ſuch as 


their. Gods were, ſuch was the Worſhip they paid 


them; their facred Rites were full of all Obſcenity 
and Lewdneſs, and many of them barbarous and 
cruel; oftentimes ſhedding the Blood of their Sons 
and Daughters, in way of Sacrifice to their Idols ; 
So that well might the Scripture aſcribe the Worſhip 


of the Heathen to the Suggeſtion of wicked and im- | 


pure Spirits; declaring it to be the Effect of that ty- 
rannical Power which the Devil had; uſurped- over 
Mankind. The Things (ſays St. Paul) which the 
Gentiles ſacrifice, they ſacrifice to Devils, and not 10 
Gad: Therefore was he ſent, as he declares, Ai, 
xxvi. 18. to open their Eyes, and ta turn them from 
Darkneſs unto Light, and from the Power of Satan unt) 
God: And for this Purpoſe (ſays St. John) was the Son 
e God mani feſted, that he might defiroy the Works of the 
 , Devil, It is true, that ſome few amongſt the Heathen 

were poſſeſſed with better and more worthy Thoughts 


of God and Religion, and rendered themſelves fa- | 


mous by their eminent Wiſdom and moral Inftruc- 
tions; but then it muſt be ſaid, that however they 
deſpiſed in their Hearts the Superſtitions. of the Vul- 


gar, they generally in their Practice conformed them- 


the! 

queſtioned. tt Ed 
Nor were it hard to ſhew, that the moſt cele- 
'brated Precepts of Morality amongft the Heathen 
iwexe chiefly derived from the holy Scriptures z and 
«. that ſome of their beſt Writers in that Kind borrowed 
their. Notions from the Doctrines of Chriſtianity 
Hence it is that Simplicius, and others, fo far refined 
1 s : 3 upon 


125 to them, leaving it uncertain to judge, whe- 


their Courage or Sincerity were moſt to be 
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upon the Philoſophers that went before them. But 
to proceed. | . | 


SEC FT. VUE 58 
| 'T HERE is another Religion, which has ſprung 
up fince Chriftianity was revealed, and has 
made a great Noiſe in other Parts of the World, 
namely, the Mahometan, or the Religion taught by 
MHabomet, or Mohammed, the admired Prophet of 
the Turks, There being no great Danger that any 
of us ſhould be perverted to it, I ſhall have the leſs : 
Occaſion to ſpeak much of it; but ſomething may 
be proper briefly to be mentioned, in order to ſhew:,: 
r how little Credit is to be given thereto, 
he I. THEN it may be obſerved, that Mabomet himſelf 
fo acknowledged Chriſt to be a great Prophet and Mini- 
. ſter of God; and his Followers condemn the Fews for 


— 


Anse 


— 


m their baſe Treatment of him: But now, from Chriſt 

110 and his Apoſtles Men are taught to reject any Perſon 

on that ſhould. come with any new Doctrine different 

the from, or contracy to the Goſpel by them revealed, as 

en was ſhew before; ſo that if Chriſt were a true Pro- 

hts . phet, Mabomet mult be a falſe one. 1 pr 
fa- Wl 2. Ine pretended Prophet Mahamet wrought ne. 

uc- Miracles to ſhew his Commiſſion from above, but 

hey only impudently averred (what every Impoſtor might 


' ul- do) that he was ſent a Teacher from God, and che 
em- World muſt at their Peril receive him. 
he- 3. Mahomet eftabliſhed his Religion in Rebellion, 
be revolting from his lawful Civil Governors, and car- 
ried it on merely by the Power of the Sword; con- 
tele - trary to the Laws and mild Inſtitutions of our Saviour 
then M CnRIsT, who taught his Apoſtles to win over others 
and to the Faith, only by Meekneſs, Patience, and an 
wed [exemplary Virtue, joined with a Power of working 
nity. all Sorts of Miracles for Mens Convictiou. ” 
fined BW 4+ As the MAabometan Religion was at firſt propagat- 
upon i ed, 
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ed, ſo is it ſtill ſupported by the Sword ; gaining no 
Footing in any Chriſtian Country not ſubdued by 


its Arms; although in all Parts of the Mabometan 
_ Dominions Chriſtianity, however oppreſſed, keeps 


its Footing lil]. - 


5. WHoEVER were to compare the Doctrine and 


Laws of Chriſtianity, with thoſe delivered by Mahomet, 
would ſoon be fatished, which of the two has the juſteſt 


Pretenfions to a divine Original. The _ abſurd 


and ridiculous Stories told by that bold Impoftor, his 
Multitude of Wives, and the Ike Liberty allowed to 
his Followers, his low aww ſenſual Notions of the Hap- 


- pineſs of Heaven, and the like, are enough to per- 
ſuade any rational and conſiderate Perſon to reject a 
Religion ſo little making for the Honour of God, fo 
adapted to the Paſſions and Vices of Men. : 
AND yet this Religion, abſurd and fooliſh as it is, 
has by the unſearchable Providence of God been ſuf- 


fered greatly to prevail, and that too in Countiies, 


| where once Chriſtianity mightily flouriſhed ; to ſhew, 


that God does not tie himſelf to ſecure and protect 
People in the Poſſeſſion of the beſt of Religions, if 
they do not take care to live worthy of it ; and that 


the Light of his heavenly Truth, unregarded and 
abuſed, may, by a juſt Judgment, be withdrawn, 


Ignorance and Barbariſm _— in its Room. 
Bor there are ſome good Leſſons which Chriſ- 


tians may learn even from the Mahometans and Hea- 


thens, namely, That to neglect the Worſhip of 
God, is abominable in the Eyes of all the Religions 
that are in the World. The idolatrous Heathens 


had their Temples and Places of Worſhip, to which 


they conſtantly repaired : The Turks alſo have their 
Moſques, or Temples, to which they are daily 
called to offer up their Prayers, and are obſerved to 
do it with much Reverence and Devotion. Is is not 


then a great Shame to us Chriſtians, if we are found 


to have leſs Piety, and to- be leſs mindful of our 
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Duty to God, than are theſe poor deluded People? 
Or is not that. Chriſtian much worſe than a Heathen, mw 
that can contentedly fit at Home, and ſeldom appears mw 
at the Houſe of God? Again, [50 | . 
Tre Heathens, the Turks, and the ſavage Indiaus, * 
have a S enſe of moral Honeſty among them, and 
are obſerved to be fair and upright in their Dealings; 
and will not all theſe rife up in Judgment againſt, 
and ſorely condemn many that call themſelves Chriſ- 
tians, who are ſo ready to ſhuffle and cheat, and to 
uſe all the little knaviſh Arts to enrich themſelves ? 
Yea, is it not owing to this, that Chriſtianity: has 5 
had no better Effect, and made ſo little Progreſs in 
the Heathen Countries to which we have traded, | 
and which have been diſcouraged from becoming 
Converts to it, by the Immoralities and unjuſt 'Ac- ẽ = 
tions of thoſe who profeſs it? Our Saviour has told _ 
us, that if our Righteouſneſs exceeds not the Righteouſ- _ 
neſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, we ſhall not enter ito WY 
the Kingdom of Heaven : What then may we expect, 
if our Righteouſneſs does not exceed, if- it does not 
come up to the Righteouſneſs of the poor Heathen ? 
May a due Senſe hereof incline us to be honeſt and 
good Men, left while we pretend to the beſt of Reli- 
gions, we make ourſelves the moſt miſerable of all b 
the People under Heaven. . 5 ; 
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18 AVING ſhewn why it is neceſſary for us to be 
18 of ſome Religion, and why we are and ought to 
-h de of the Chriſtian Religion, rather than of any other 
-ir that has prevailed in the World, I proceed to the 
ly TIR D Query propoſed, which was this: Whereas 


to Hamongſt Chriſtians there are Diviſions, and the moſt 


ot Nconſiderable in theſe Weſtern Parts of the World, is 

nd that of the Protęſlants and Papiſis; whether we ſhould 

ot be in the Number of the former, or of the latter ? 1 
y EVERY well-diſpoſed Mind cannot but be deeply 8 


B 2 affected 
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affe cted at the T'noughts of thoſe unhappy Differences 


which he obſerves among Chriſtians; and might be 
tempted to ſear, that God has abandoned the Care 


of his Church, which he fees to be fo miſerably rent 


and difordered : But in judging thus be would be ex- 
tremely miſtaken. It is no Argument that God ne- 


| _ the Care of his Church, becauſe he ſuffers Divi- 


ions in it, no mere than it is an Argument that he 


. does not govern the World, becauſe he ſuffers Sin 


ATI 


and Wickedneſs to be acted therein. 
In both Caſes his Providence and Method of Go- 


vernment is the ſame-: He has declared his Hatred 
- againſt Sin, and has threatened foverely to puniſh 


thoſe who go on wilfully to commit it, but yet he 
does not think fit to lay an abſolute Reftraint upon 
Mens Wills, but J-aves (hem at the preſent to their 
own Devices, 1ntending hereafter to call them to an 
Account. In like manner he has ſignified unto 
Chriſtians, by his Apoftle, 1 Cer. i. 10. that they 
ſhould all ſpeak the ſame Thing, and that there be no 
Diviſions among them, but that they be perfectly joined | 


| together in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Judgment: 


But yet he does not think fit violently to control | 
Mens peeviſh Humours and Paſſions, but ſuffers 


them to run into Diviſions, if they dare do it, in- 


tending one Day to judge them for this and all other 
their diſorderly Actions. And we have the leſs | 
Reaſon to be moved at theſe Things, becaufe our 
Saviour and his Apoſtles foretold from the Begin- 
ning, that thus it would happen, and that it was 
hardly poflible it ſhould be otherwiſe, under the ge- 
neral Depravation of human Nature, and amidſt the 
different Tempers, Judgments, and Paſſions of 


Men. . Offences muſt needs come, ſays our Lord; 


and, ſays his Apoſtle, There muſt be alſo Hereſjies 


among you, that they which are approved, may be made 
* manifeſt among you, 1 Cor. xi. 19. T1 


TRE only Care that we ſhould have in this Mat- 
| 1 e 
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ter, is to ſee that we are in the Number of thoſe Chiiſ- 
Hans, who keep cloſeſt to the Dectrines and Rules cf 
our bleſſed Saviour; that we hold to that Church, in 
which bis Religion is mcſt ſoundly taught, and his: 
Commandments moſt faithſully obſerved ; avoiding 
al] thoſe Errors and Practices that are contrary to 
that Form of Doctrine, and the Orders which by 
himſelf and his Apoſtles he has delivered to us. 

Stix then, as was ſaid, the Prete/tants and 
| Papi/ls are the two moſt confiderable Bodies of 
Chriſtians in theſe Weſtern Parts of the World, I 
ſhall new proceed to ſhew, why we ſhould chooſe 

co be in the Number of the former, rather than that 
of the latter. 3 3 
. Ap the fr} Reaſon I hall give is this, namely, 
8 Becauſe the Preteflants endeavour to preſerve to all 
* Chriſtian Churches and S'ates the Rights and Pri- 
4 vileges which by the Laws of Chi iſt belong to them; 
% WH whercas the Papiſſs yield them up into the Hands of 
* the Pope, veſting him with a boundleſs Power, over 
„ all the Churches and Kingdoms of the World. They 
if may ſay; perhaps, that they mean only in Spirituals; 


* but it is too plain, that they have pleaded for it alſo 
* in Temporals, and a great many Princes have felt 
* it to their Ccit, But ſuppoſing it only in Spirituals, 
sor Things pertaining to the Church; where does it 


ur appear that Chriſt ever intended to put the Govern- 
ment of the univerſal Church into the Hands of any 
ene Man whatſoever ? Himſelf is the Head of it, bat 
where does he ſpeak of his Vicai ? js | 
OF any Superiority that St. Peter had, or did ever 
claim over the Apcſtles, the Scripture is ſilent ; the 
Texts which they have alledged in Favour of its being 
nothing to the Purpoſe, as many learned Men of 
their own have ingenuoully confeſled ; ard ſuppoſing 
Peter to have preached at Rome, or to have preſided 
over the Church at Reme, this could not give to the 
ſucceeding Biſhops of that City any other Power than 
| B 3 what 
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what all Biſhops had, who were Succeſſors to the 


Apoſtles in the reſpective Churches which they plant- 
ed. In a Word, the Supremacy which the Popes have 


claimed over all other Biſhops and Churches, is the 
moſt groundleſs, moſt extravagant, and moſt arrogant 
Pretenſion that was ever advanced in the World: | 


And the Emperor of Germany, the ſmall Remainder of 
the Reman Grandeur, might with a much better 
Title pretend to a ſovereign Juriſdiction over all the | 
Princes of Europe, than the Pope to a Supremacy | 
over the Churches therein, much lefs over all the 
Churches in the World. If it be faid, that the Pope's 


Authority was once ſubmitted to in this Nation of | 
ours; and that for many Years he had the Church 


and Clergy here under his Government; | 
WZE anſwer, That the Power he here obtained 
was not by Right, but by Uſurpation ; therefore in 


ſhaking it off, our Princes did no more than reſtore 


this Nation to its original Freedom and Liberty, 


putting the Direction of Church Affairs under 
its own Biſhops and Clergy, withot depending on 
any foreign Power whatſoever. + F 

IT was fome Ages after the Goſpel had been here 


: planted, before the Pope's Juriſdiction was acknow- 
ledged and received; and when” Auflin the Monk 
came over to eſtabliſh it, the Britiſh Biſhops ſtrenu- 
. ouſly oppoſed him, affirming that this Church had 


b-en anciently governed by its own Biſhops, and 
that they knew of no Right which any foreign Pre- 


late had to exerciſe his Authority in this Iſland, 


And if the Weakneſs and Bigottry of ſome Princes 
introduced this Slavery, the Courage and Wiſdom 
of others very juſtly threw it our. 


E 
OR will any Pretence of the Pope's being an- 
ciently Patria ch of the Weſt, or being inſtru- 
mental in the Converſion of this Iſland to Chriſti- 
anity, 
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1 anity, at all avai] to ſupport their Claim. A Chriſ- 
e tian Biſhop dwelling in one Country, may fend Per- 
e ſons to convert another, without deriving any juſt $2 
it Right to himſelf, or Succeſfors, of being the per- 
. | petual Governors of the Churches ſettled thereinz Ml 
\f which are to be committed to the Hare and Ovet- 
er ſicht of their own proper Biſhops and Paſtors. 


And though formerly the Biſhops of ſome eminent 
Cities had the Title of Patriarchs conferred upon 
them, who in ſummoning, or taking Place in Coun- 
cils, had Precedence and peculiar Marks of Reſpect 
yielded them; this was only from mere human In- 
ſtitution, or by the Favour and Courteſy of Chtiſ- 
tian Emperors ; not from any Superiority which the 
Laws of Chriſt gave to one Biſhop above another. 
And whatever Honours or Privileges were conferred _ 
on thoſe patriarchal Sees, they ſunk together with © 
the Roman Empire; out of which have ſince ariſen 
a great many independent States and Kingdoms, 
which, with the Churches in them, are exempt. 

. from any foreign Juriſdition, „ 
F Ro what has been ſaid, it may appear: 8 
1. TRHAr every Chriſtian Nation has a full Power 

within itſelf to regulate whatſoever is amiſs; and if 
any Errors and ee have been introduced, 
contrary to ſound Religion, it may take a proper 
Courſe to remove them, without aſking Leave of 
the Pope, or any other foreign Power. | 1 
2. WHERE a Nation has reformed itſelf, and the 
Doctrine, Worſhip, and Diſcipline of its Churches 
has been ſettled by a national Act, with the Advice 
and Conſent both of its civil and ſpiritual Governors, 
the Subjects of that Nation are bound to ſubmit. to 
the cſtabliſhed Order; and whoſoever departs from 
it, breaks the Peace of the Church, and makes 
himſelf guilty of Schiſm. So that the Papiſis in this 
Nation, by not conforming themſelves to the 
Church-Government and Worſhip therein ſettled, 
A x ol B 4 
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are really chargeable with that Schiſm which they 
*eondemn in others. ED 5 
3: Tuovon the Church of Reme were guilty of 
no Idolatry, and were free from thoſe Errors, both 
in Doctrine and Practice, which ſhe is accuſed of, 
yet neither we nor any other Chriſtian Nation are 
_ obliged to receive any Commands or Directions from 
that Church, or from the Pope its Head, We might 
then reſpec her as a Siſter Church, but owe our Obe- 
dience only to that Church and Government within | 
which the Providence of God has ſeated us. 


. HE CT. Ab ET: 
| BU T b« fides that the Church of Reme has no Au- 

= thority here, there are other weighty Reaſons why 
we cannot be of the Remiſb Religion, but ſhould live 
and die in the Protęſtant Communion, namely, 
Secondly, Bxecauss the Law of God ſtrictly for- 
bids re'igious Worſhip to any Creatures: Whereas 
the Paprfts are taught to believe, that ſuch Worſhip 
1s due tothem ; and accordingly they pay it to An- 
gels, to Saints departed, and eſpecially to the Mo- 
ther of our L.ord, the Virgin Mary. Our bleſſed 
Saviour has given it in Command to us, Tu ſhalt 
worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only, The Pſal- 
miſt has declared God to be the great Object to 
whom our Prayers are to be diiected, where he ſays, 
O thou that heareſi Prayer, unto thee ſhall all Fl-fþ 
come. Aid the letting up other Objects to receive 
our Prayers and religious Adorations, ſeems to be a 
plain Tranſgreſſion of the fiſt Commandment, Thou 
Halt have none other Gads before me. By which we 
are required, not only to acknowledge but one God, 
but alſo not to give the Honour, due properly to 
him, unto any other : This is to have him for our 
God, and no other with or beſides him. 

' Tre Papi/ts are wont to ſay in Excuſe, that the 
Prayers which they offer to the Virgin Mary, _ 


— 22 — 
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the Saints, are only to requeſt their charitable In- 
- WW tercellion with God for them. But in anſwer we fay, 
N 1. TBAT in many of their Forms, they not only 

= requeſt the Sa'nts to pray for them, but they peti- 
tion them directly for ſuch Graces and Favours as 
are proper only to be aſked of God, and which none: 

: but he can give; as may be ſeen by looking into their 
Offices. 1 5 | | 
2. By thus mixing with the Service of God, the 
Service of his Creatures; and in their folemn Wor- 
ſhip making their Addreſſes, ſometimes to God, 
s ſometimes to the Saints; what is this but to ſet up- 
FF other Objects for divine Worſhip, beſides Him to- 
whom it is due L | : | 5 : 
/ 3. SUPPOSING all their Prayers to the Virgin 


5 Mary, and to Saints and Angels, to mean no more 
than they would have it believed, only to deſire their 

5 Prayers for them; yet in doing thus, what undue: 

. Honours do they pay to his Creatures ? how nearly 

g do they make them to reſemble their Creator? For 


either they are ſuppoſed to hear and to know the 
| Requeſts that are made to them, or they do not; if 
not, they are perſectly vain; if they do, they muſt: 
be (like God himſelf) all- Knowing, and every where: 
preſent, to hear the Requeſts that are continually, 
from all Parts of the World, preſented to them by- 
their Votaries:. And if this be not to put them in the 
Place of God, let any one judge. In a Word, ta- 
pay this Sort of Worſhip to either Saint or Angel, is 
not only no wher: commanded, but in many Places- 
of Seripture clearly. forbidden; thereſore, with ther 
Preteflants, we have juſtly laid it afide, and no 
ſuch Addreſſes are to be ſeen in the Offices of our: 
Church. | . „ 
Tbiraly, Ad oruzx Reaſon why: we are and: 
ſhould. always remain Protęſtants, and never ſuffer 
- ourſelves to be ſeduced unto the Popiſb Religion, is, 
| becauſe. that Religion teaches Men to live in the 
| "MS plaia 
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lain Tranſgreſſion of the Second Commandment. 
The Commandment ſays, Thou ſbalt not make to 
thyſelf any graven Image, nor the Likeneſs or Figure of 
any Thing in the Heavens, or in the Earth ; thou ſhalt 
not bow down to them, nor worſhip them. In plain 
Contradiction to this Command, the Papiſis ſet up | 
in their Churches the Image of Chriſt, the Image of 
the bleſſed Virgin, the Images of divers Saints, and 
encourage the People to approach them with all 
the Marks of religious Veneration and Obeiſance; 
to crouch to, to bow down, and kneel before them, 
and to pray directly to them, or in and by them, 
to the Perſons they repreſent. But though we are 


to pray to God, and to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, yet | 


we are not in Prayer to bown down to and worſhip 
' their Images, the Commandment being expreſs 
againſt it; much leſs are we to worſhip the Images 
of Saints, who being but Creatures, can have no 
Share in the religious Worſhip that is paid in the 
Houſe of God. Were they preſent themſelves, to 
behold the Worfhip and Devotion paid them in the 
_ Popiſh Churches, they would be ready to ſay, as 
the Angel did to St. John, See you do it not; we are 
your 'Feliow Servants; worſhip God. Rev. xxii. . 


ECT. A. 

Fourthly, W E ſhould think ourſelves happy in be- 

2 | ing A e Tn we conſider 
what great Errois the Papiſis have fallen into, with 
relation to the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. For, 
Fist, As if they might deal with the Ordinance 
of Chiiſt as they pleaſe, they have preſumptuouſly 
taken away the Uſe of the Cup from. the People, 
diſtributing to them a half Communion, admittiag 
them only to eat of the Bread, but not to taſte of 
the Wine: Whereas our Saviour appointed both 
Bread and Wine to be the Pledges of his dying 
Love; the one, to ſignify his Body broken; the 
| I. other, 
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| other, his Blood ſpilt upon the Croſs for our Re- 
demption : He diſtributed 5 to his Diſciples, and 
commanded them to do likewiſe, And his Apoſtle 
St. Paul expreſsly declares, That by eating of the 
Bread, and. drinking of the Cup, Chriſtians are to 
ſhew forth the Lord's Death, 1 Cor. xi. . 
| SECONDLY, They teach and make it a Part of 
their Creed, that “the Body and Blood of our Lord 
« Teſus Chriſt are truly and fubſtantially in the Sa- 
« crament of the Lord's Supper; and that the 
„ whcle Subſtance of the Bread is turned into the 
© Body, and the whole Subſtance of the Wine is 
turned into the Blood ;* which Change is called 
by their Church Tranſub/tantiation. So is their Doc- 
- trine expreſſed in the Words of the Creed, efta- 
bliſhed by Pope Pius IV. and the Council of Trent. 

gor can it poſſibly be thought, that when our 
Saviour fuſt inſtituted this Sacrament, and gave it 
to his Diſciples, whilft he was yet living, and his 
Body unbroken, the Bread he gave them was ac- 
tually a Piece of his Fleſh, and the Wine he gave 
them was a Draught of his Blood ? Is it not evident 
to our Senfes, that the Elements remain after Con- 
ſecration, the very ſame in Subſtance as they were 
before, and that no ſuch Change is wrought upon 
them? Is the Body of Chriſt, which long ſince aſ- 
cended into Heaven, and is there ſeated at the right 
Hand of God; Is, I fay, this ſacred Body to be 
called down from Heaven at the Prayer of every . 
Prieſt, to be broken and mangled, and in a tho 

ſand Places at the fame Time, to be fed upon b 
Chriſtians? How monſtrous and full of Abſurdities 
is this Romiſp Doctrine? How much more eaſy and 
rational is the Opinion of the Prote/lants, who take 
our Saviour's Words, This is my Body, and This is my 
Blood, to mean no more, than this Bread is te re- 
"preſent, or to be a Memorial of my Bodyfthis Wine 
is to repreſent, or to be a Memorial of my Blood; 
B 6 take 
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take theſe in a thankful Remembrance of my Death for 
3 And as well may it be thought that when our 
Saviour ſaid, IJ am the Vine, or I an the. Door, he 
Was actually transformed into thoſe Things, as that 
ſuch a Change was wrought in the Sacrament he in- 
ſtituted, dy Virtue of the above-mentioned Expreſ- | 
ſions, which are to be underſtoed only as a figurative 
Way of ſpeaking, common in all Languages. 
THirÞLY, Another Error of the Papi/is about 
this Sacrament is, that they look upon it, and their | 
Creed declares it to be © a true, proper, and propitia- | 
"« tory Sacrifice for. the Living and the Dead.“ 
That the Sacrament is a Memorial, or Repreſenta- 
tion of Chriſt's Sacrifice, of that propitiatory Sacri- 
"fice' which he made of himſelf upon the Croſs, we, 
With other Proteflants, do believe; and that the Ser- 
Voice and Duty we perform therein, may be called an 
Euchariſtical Sacrifice, or a Sacrifice of Praife and: | 
Thankigiving, we deny not; but to.ſay, it is a real 
propitiato:y Sacrifice, we think very abſurd and erro- 
neous. Such a Sacrifice was offered but once, 
namely, when our Lord ſubmitted to die for us, as 
the Apcitie ſpeaks, Nom. vi. 10. In that he died, be 
died unto Sin once. But if it be ſuppoſed, that in the 
belly Communion, Chriſt's. real Fleſh and Blood is. 
' facrificed, what is this but to make him die a thou-. 
ſand Times over? contrary to what the Apoſtle ex- 
pꝑteſs ly declares in another Place, Heb. ix. 25, Cc. 
where he ſays, that Chriſi needed not to offer himſelf 
eſten, as the High- Prieſt autered into the holy. Place every 
Tear with the Blocd e others þ for then, ſays he, mußt 
he often have ſuffered ſince the Foundation of the World; 
hut nguz once, in the End of the World, hath he appeared 
to put away. Sin by the Sacrifice of: himſelf , and as it is 
appointed unca Men onee to die, ſo Chrift was once offered, 
to, bear the Sins of many. Anſwerably hereto the 
Church of England, in its Communion-Office,. 
qpenly and truly. profeſſes, that. Chriſt Jeſus, who 
= | L 6 ſuffered 
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«, ſuffered Death upon the Croſs for our Redemp- 
tion, made there, by bis one Oblation - of himſelf once 
<< offered, a. full, perfect, and ſilſicient Sacrifice, Ob- 
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lation, and - Satisfaction for tbe Sins -of the--whole . 
„„ 5 | — —- 1 
A COMMEMORATION. of this Sacrifice, we Pro- * 

te ſtants make often; but preſume not, with the Pa- | 
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piſis, to ſacrifice our Redeemer again in Perſon. 
t I Micr inſtance in divers other Particulars,. ' 
r wherein (if the Scripture be the Rule of judging) the 
Church of Rome has certainly erred; and to follow 
ber in her Errors, is too great: a Compliment to be 
= aid to that, or any other Church in the World. 


& One Argument indeed they have to ſilence all Objec- 
tions ; The Church (meaning themſelves) has not 


erced, becauſe it is infallible, and cannot-err ; which 
1 is juſt the ſame, as if a Criminal ſhould plead, he is 
d 8 innocent, becauſe he cannot be guilty: 


_ Whereas ſuch is the Depravation of human Nature, 
- that without due Care any Man may be tempted to 
bs commit a Crime, and no Man, or Body of Men, 
8 are exempted from falling into Errors. 
Ap becauſe in the Matters under Diſpute, the 
e | Papiſis appear to have ſwerved from the plain Nec- 
is. trine of the Scriptures, we have Reaſon to think 
"iy _ ourſelves happy, that we are Members of a.Proteſ- 
(=. tant Church, in which nothing is impoſed upon our 
c. Belief, or enjoined to be done, but what is perſectiy 
If agreeable to the holy Scriptures. _ 
„ ALL that we have need to do, is, together with 
51 our Thanks for God's ſingular Mercies, to take 
3 Care that our Lives be anſwerable to the Purity and 
ed Excellency of our Religion; that we be not only re- 
is. formed in our Faith, but in our Manners ; and 
ed, - whilſt we fly. from Popery, we run not into Licenti- 
ne ouſneſs. The Proteflant Religion allows no Man to 
e, live in the Neglect of his Duty to God, nor in the 
10 


 Commiſlioa of any Thing that is Evil; but if we de- 
d. , | 5 ; fire 
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fire to be the better for the Light we enjoy, we 
ſhould make it / to ſbine before Men, that they may ſee our 
— 0 a and glorify our Fathir which ts in Heaven. 


8 CC P; XII „ | 
T HAT we might be able to give a rational Ac- 
count of our Religion, we have ſhewn, 

Fixs T, What Anſwer is to be made to thoſe who 
hall aſk, Why it is neceſlary for us to be of any Re- 
ligion at all ? 

SeEcoNnDLY, It has been ſhewn, why we are and 
ought to be of the Chriſtian Religion, rather than of 
any other that has prevailed in the World; that is, 

why we ſhould be Chriſtians, rather than either 
Fews, Heathens, or Mahometans. 

THIRDLY, There being Diviſions amongſt Chrif- 
tians, and the moſt conſiderable, in theſe Weſtern 
Parts of the World, being the Prote/tants and Pa- 
piſis; it has been alſo ſhewn, why we ſhould be in 
the Namder of the former, rather than of the latter. 

I coME now to reſolve the FouRTH and laft 
Query propoſed, which was this: Becauſe here in 

England the Prote/lants themfelves are of different 
Y Minds; ſome keeping to the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
others ſeparating from it; whether we ſhould choole, 
either to be Church-men, or Diſſenters. Happ 

would be for us, if, as we live i a Proteſtant * 
| Han, we were all of one Mind, and Ds were na 
Diviſions amongſt us; and more united we ſhould de, 
if we well confidered how little Occaſion there is 
for theſe unfortunate Diviſtons, and how much the 

Scripture does condemn them. 

IT SHALE therefore proceed to ſhew, why it is ne- 
ceſſary for us to be in the Communion of the Efta- 
bliſhed Church, rather than be Members of any ſepa- 
rate Meeting, or diſſenting Congregation whatſoever ; 
and that for the following Reaſons : 

1. BECAUSE the letting up of Congregations dif- 
erent 
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ferent from, or contrary to, the Church, is a Thing 
perfectly needleſs. 

2. BECAUSE it is not only needleſs, but unlawful, 
if we are to judge by the Rules of Scripture. 

. Upon the Reaſons that this Separation has been 
mage; and is ſtill contioued, there can be no ſuch 
Thing as Unity in the Church of Chriſt, or in any 8 
Chriſtian Nation whatſoever, but religious Diviſions 4889 
muſt be endleſs. __ = 
4. Tunis Departure from the Eftabliſhed Church, 165 
has been, and is, the Occaſion of a World of Evil 
and Miſery to our Nation, and in the End is likely 
to prove its Ruin. 
 TFutse Things are of great Mats and deſerve 
well to be conſidered by all that wiſh: well to their 
Country. And may we all be diſpoſed to ſee and pur- 
ſue the Things that belong to our Peace, before they 
are hid from our Eyes! : 

FiRsT, It was obſerved, that the ſetting up of 
Congregations, different Gowns or contrary to, the 
Church, is a Thing perfectly needleſs. For as we 
are all Prote/lants, and our Nation has long ſince 
freed itſelf from all Subjection to the Pope, and the 
Errors of Popery, what Occaſion is there for any Di- 
viſions amongſt us? Why ſhould we not all go zo the 
| Houſe of God as Friends? Is not the Church of Eng- 
land a true Church of Chriſt? And has it not been 
owned to be the Bulwark of the Prote/iant Religion & 
Why then ſhould any who call themſelves Prete/tants, 
be willing to ſee it weakened or impaired? Why 
ſhould any that live under its Shadow, ſeparate them- 
ſelves from its Communion ? Did our Church impoſe 
any Thing to be believed. or done, contrary to the 
plain Doctrine of the Scriptures, there would. be 
ſome Reaſon for Peoples taking Offence at her, and 
. withdrawing themſelves from her Society: But when 
nothing of this Kind can be charged upon her, how 
. needleſs, how unreaſonable is it to divide from her 
8 : 
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Communion ? Does our Church, like that of Rome, 
teach People to fall down and -worſhip Images? 
Does it offer up any Prayers to Saints or Angels? 
Does it adminiſter only a half Sacrament to the Peo- 
ple? Are our Prayers put up in an unknown 
Tongue ? or the People denied the free Reading of 
the Scriptures? Are any of theſe Things done 
amongſt us ? Why then ſhould the Order and Serviee 
of the Church meet with any Oppoſition ? Look into 
the Book of our Common Prayer, and ſearch from 
one End to the other, whether we make any Suppli- 
cations to the Virgin Mary, or the Saints; whether 
we preſent not our Requeſts only to God in and 
through the Interceſſion of Jeſus Chrift our Saviour: 
And obſerve in how becoming a Method the Church 
Service is difpoſed ; how admirable a Strain of Piety 
tuns through its Prayers; how fully all our Wants, 
and of all Orders and Degrees of Men, are conſi- 
dered; and ſurely nothing more can be thought 
needful to anſwer the Ends and Deſires of a Chriſ- 
tian Congregation. I may venture to ſay, that ro 
where in all the Chriſtian Werld is the Word of 
God more ſoundly preached, the Sacraments more 
purely adminiſtered, the Worſhip of God more de- 
cently celebrated, than in the Church of England : 
And if People were but careful to live as the Church 
. teaches, they need not go any where elſe, or look 
out for any other Guide to lead them in the Way to 
eternal Salvation. | : ; 
SEconDLY, The ſetting up of Congregations dif- 
-ferent from, or contrary to, the Church, is not on! 
needleſs, but unlawful, if we are to judge by the 
Rules of Scripture. For the Scriptuce every where 
preſſes Chriſtians to Unity in Religion, and not to 
run into unneceſſary Diviſions, Thoſe therefore 
who depart from the public Order eſtabliſhed in the 
Church, and draw away Diſciples after them, act 
. © contrary to the Rules of Scripture, and therefore un- 
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lawfully. Obſerve in how moving a Stile St. Paul 


perſuades the Chriſtians of thoſe Days to Unity, 


1 Cor. i. 10. Now I beſeech you, Brethren, by the 
Name of our Lord Teſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the 
ſame Thing, and that there be no Diviſions among you ; 
but that ye be perfettly joined together in the ſame Mind, 
and in the ſame Ine Here he would have them 


not only to be of one Faith, to agree in the main 
Articles of Religion, but, as far as poſſible, to be of 
the ſame Mind and Judgment in all Things, much 


more not to proceed to an open Breach of Church 


Communion : And whereas ſome had been obſerved 
to be very peeviſh and contentious, following this or 


that Teacher, juſt as their Humour led them, the 


Apoſtle tells them, that this was an Argument of a 
weak and carnal Mind, of a Mind too much undes 


the Power of their ſenſual and violent Paſſions: 
U hereas, ſays he, there 15 among you Envying, and 


Strife, and Diviſions, are ye not carnal, and wall ar 


Men ? for while one ſaith, I am of Paul, and another, 
.1 am of Apollos, are ye not carnal ? Contrary hereto 
he requires, in other Places, that Chriftians ſhowld 
be careful to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace; that they ſhould walk by the fame Rule; that 
they ſhould glorify God with one Mind, and one 


Mouth; joining unanimouſly in the fame Offices of 


Prayer and Praiſe, without dividing Communion, 
and ſeeking to glorify God with different Minds, 
and different Mouths: He puts us in mind, that 
| God is not the Author of Confuſion, but of Peace. 


And if any, ſays he, deſire to be contentious, ' we have 
no ſuch Cuſtom, nor the Churches of God. In a Word, 
he calls the Church, or the Society of Chriſtian Be- 
lievers, the Body of Chrift ; and ſays expreſsly, that 


there ſhould be no Schiſm in this Body, 1 Cor. xii. 25. 
By a Schiſm is meant a Rent or Diſunion amonęſt 


the Members: And that there is a Schiſm or Diſ- 
union amongſt the Chriſtians of this unhappy Na- 
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tion, is too plain and melancholy a Truth. But 
where then lies the Fault. Does it lie on our Side, 
who hold'to the Order eſtabliſhed in the Church ? 
or on theirs, who ſeparate from it? We on our 
Parts abide by that Form of Government and Wor- 
ſhip which was ſettled at the Beginning of the Re- 
formation ; and upon theſe certainly muſt fall the 
Charge of the Schiſm, who upon little and frivolous 
Pretences break the Peace of the Church, by divid- 
ing from its Communion, "Eo 
In King Edward's Days, and for ſome Years in 
the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, there was no ſuch 
Thing as an open Separation from the Church, 
There were ſome indeed who were not entirely 
pleaſed, and were ſtill urging for a farther Reforma- 
tion; but whatever Scruples they had, they did not 
think them of that Moment, as to break Commu— 
nion with the Church about them: And when the 
Separation fuſt began, and Congregations were ſet 
up in Oppoſition: to the Church, the moſt learned 
and ſenſible of the Puritans, highly blamed thoſe 
who were for carrying Things to ſuch an Extremity, 
alledging how dangerous and ſinful it was to make a 
Schiſm in the Church: And however they wiſhed to 
ſee ſome Things altered, vet till it was done by a na- 
tional and general Act, they held it neceſſary for all 
People to keep to the eſtabliſhed Rule. Such was 
the Temper of the old Puritans, as they were called. 
Bor after them ſucceeded a Generation of 
warmer, and more violent Spirits, who, not con- 
tented with the Moderation of their Forefathers, 
were for altering and unſettling all Things; in 
which, becauſe they were not gratified, they pro- 
ceeded to an actual Breach, and ſet up Congrega- 
tions in Oppoſition to the National Church: And 
thus have Matters continued to this Day, | 
_ Ovuxr' Brethren therefore that went out from us, 
and ſtill remain divided from the Church, muſt _ 
| | they 


* 
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they take the Blame upon themſelves? and does not 
the Guilt of the unhappy Schiſm in this Prote/tant 
Nation lie at their Doors? It may be ſaid, perhaps, 
that the ſeveral Parties who divide from the Church, 
do now enjoy a Toleration from the Government: 
They do ſo, and may they have it unenvied; and 
let none of us be of ſo furious and violent a Spirit, 
as to deſire to ſee any Chriſtians amongſt us cruelly 
uſed upon the Account of Religion. In the mean 
Time Error remains Error ſtill; and if the Laws of 
Chriſt condemn the making a Schiſm or Rent in the 
Church, thoſe who are concerned, muſt always 
ſtand guilty in the Sight of God, be the Laws of 


= 


Men whatſoever they will. 


SCF... AS. . 
/T Hiory, Upon the Reaſons that this Separa- 
tion has been made, and is ſtill continued, 
there can be no ſuch Thing as Unity in the Church 
of Chriſt, or in any Chriſtian Nation whatſoever, 
but religious Diviſions muſt be endleſs amongſt us. 
How much it is the Duty of Chriſtians to be as one 
amongſt themſelves, and not to make a Rent in the 
Body of Crit which is his Church, has been already 
ſeen: But now if the Reaſons be good, for which 
the Separation has been made from the Church of 
England, then I ſay, that the Apoſtle's Precepts ſo 
earneſtly recommending Union, can never be ob- 
ſerved, and no National Church can ever enjoy 
Unity and Peace. For what ate the uſual Reaſons 
given for departing from, or not conforming to, the 
eſtabliſhed Rule? Not becauſe any falſe or unſound 
| Doctrines are taught amongſt us; not becauſe any 
| Thing is done in the Church, plainly contrary to the 
| Word of God; this they never could, and never 
will be able to ſhew : But they are little inconfider=y 
able Matters, againſt which Exception has been 
taken; againſt the wearing of a Garment ; againſt a 

. | | mere 


* 
— 


a | The Engliſhman direBed 


mere Ceremony ; in which the Church places no 


Holineſs, or abfolute Neceſſity, but enjoins only fot 


Form and Decency's Sake: And the utual Pretences 
-in theſe latter Days have beer, that every Man muſt 
ſee with his own Eyes, and every Man 1s at Liberty 
to go where he likes beſt, or. where he thinks he 
may be moſt edified ; and all may chooſe how or in 
what Manner they are to ſerve and worſhip God. 
© Bur if thefe be ſufficient Reaſons for going into 
Diviſions, how is it poſfible that Unity in Religion 
can ever be maintained ? Let a Church be never fo 
found in its Faith, Jets its Worfhip be never fo holy 


und pure, and every Thing ſettled in it with the 


greateſt Judgment and Wi dem; yer if e ane 


"may follow his own Fancy, and none is obliged to 


ſubmit to public Order, what muſt the Conſequence 


de, but endieſs Confuſion ? The general Rule which 


the Apoſtles have left for regulating Things in the 
Chureh of God, is this: Zet all Things be done de- 
teniiy, and in Order. But who is to be the Judge of 
this Order and Decency ? Is every private Perſon fit 
to judge what is to be done in the Houſe of God? 
or is it his Bufineſs' to ſettle, or to cenſure Matters of 


this Kind? Surely thoſe to whom the Care and Go- 


vernment of the Church is committed, muſt be the 


proper Judges in the Caſe : Upon them it lies to ſee 


every Thing ſettled with Order and Decency ; and to 
the Order by them eſtabliſhed muſt the People will- 
ingly ſubmit. So does the Apoſtle require, Heb. 


ifi. 17. Obey them that hive the Rule over yon; ſub- 
mit yourſelves to ſuch; for they wateh for your Sou's, as 
they that muſt give an Account. Had this Precept been 
obſerved, and the Governors of the Church been 


ſubmitted to in what they appointed for Order and. 


Decency, there had been no Diviſions about Reli- 
gion amongſt us. | 


Arp till People are ſenſible that it is their Duty to 
_ "ſubmit their own Wiſdom to the Wiſdom of their Su- 
periors, 
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periors, and that it is a Sin to make a Schiſm in the 
Church upon little and fiivotous Pretences, our Di- 
viſions muſt needs be endleſs. For though a new 
Order and Form of Worſhip were to be ſettled in the 
Church, and though all the Diſſenters now living 
were willing to come into it, in order to become an 
united Protz/tant People; yet the very next Geneta- 
tion might 'with equal Reaſon depart from this new 
| Eſtablifhment, as their Fathers did from the old 
one, if every little Scruple or Conceit be ſufficient to 
juſtify ſuch a Departure; if People have then no bet: 
ter a Senſe of the Duty they owe to God's Church, 
and of the Sinfulneis of running into Diviſions, than 
they have noto. Fn | 2 
TIA, do we not ſee, in fact, into how many 
different Sets and Opinions thoſe, who have gone 
out from us have ſplit and ſubdivided? Some of one 
Perſuaſion, ſome of another; ſome following this 
Congregation, others following that; and each par- 
ticular Sect condemning the other, as they do the 
Order-of the Church? For indeed, how can it be 
otherwiſe? and where can Separation end, if People 
have no Notion of Chriſtian Unity, if they think 
themſelves not tied- to any public Rule or Ap- 
pointment? 5 — 3 
Ap may not any Member or Members of a diſ- 
ſenting Congregation withdraw themielves from their 
own Paſtor, apd ſet up another Congregation 
againſt him, upon any little Diſlike or Exception, 
by ſame Rule that himſelf has ſeparated from the 
Churcii, i: very conceited Perſon bo fies to'follow ' 
his own Humour? And thus it happened ſome Time 
ago amongſt the /nuependents of New England, 
where the teparating Members fought their Brethren 
at their own Weapon: For when a Diſſenfion aroſe 
among then, and ſome withdrew from the ſettled 
Orders. of their Churches, and formed themſelves 


into a new and ſeparaie Congregation ; being told 


by 
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dy their Bethren how great an Offence they were 
guilty of in making ſuch a Schiſm or Diviſion ; their 


nſwer was, That by the ſame Rule they had ſepa- 


rated from the Church of Old England, themſelyes 


had the Liberty to ſeparate from them. So unavoid- 
able, ſo endleſs are Diviſions, if People have no 
more Regard to the Unity of the Church. 4; 


SECT. XV. 


and Miſery to our Nation, and in the End is likely 
to prove its Ruin. Our bleſſed Saviour has told us 


in the Goſpel, that a Kingdom divided againſt itſelf, is 


brought to Deſolation : And may we not remember, 
or have we not heard into what great Deſolation 
this Kingdom was brought about an Age ago, by our 
unhappy Differences in Religion ; whilſt one Party 
trove to overturn the Eſtabliſhed Church, the other 
to preſerve it: In which Quarrel one of the beſt 
of Princes fel], and in an unheard-of Manner was 
judged, condemned, and executed by his own Sub- 
jets. To avoid the like Fate, his Children were 
forced to fly, and to take Shelter in foreign Lands, 


ligion, and bringing back with him a Diſpolition to 


caſioned, and how vaſt an Expence of Blood and 
Treaſure it has coſt the Nation, is too well known. 
Now had we been (as the Pſalmiſt ſays of Feruſalem) 
a City, or Kingdom, at Unity in itſelf, none of theſe 
Miſeries had happened to us; at leaſt, we ſhould 
not have fallen out about Religion. This would 
never have been uſed as the Trumpet to War, and 
the Lord's Cauſe would never have been the Pretence 
for all Sorts of Villainy: We might have /at each 


there had been none to make as afraid. 
- - AND 


* 


Foœonrux, this Departure from the Church has 
been, and is the Occaſion of a World of Evil 


where one of them being perverted to the Popiſh Re- 


re-eſtabliſh it in this Nation, what Troubles it oc- 


under his own Vine, and under his own Fig-tree, and 
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Ap how happy, how exceedingly happy ſhould 
we now be, if we were but a united People; if, as 
we are all Proteſtants, we could go to the Houſe » 
Cod as Friends, laying aſide all Diviſions, and walk- 
| ing, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, by the ſame Rule, with one 
Heart and one Mouth glorifying God, even the Father 
of our Lord Feſus Chriji, Then, in the Words of 
the Pſalmiſt, would Glory dwell in aur Land; Mercy 
and Truth would meet together, Righteouſneſs and 
Peace would kiſs each other. We ſhould have no Oc- 
cation of W rangling and Diſpute, of Envy or Con- 
tention z and where Envy and Sirife is, ſays the 
Apoſtle, there is Confuſion and every evil Work, ” 
Then our only Emulation would be, who ſhould 
moſt excel in Virtue, and beſt adorn the Church he 
is a Member of; we ſhould have no need to be on 
the offenſive or defenſive with each other, but ſhould 
make it our chief Study to provoke unto Love, and to 
good Works, In a Word, We ſhould be better 
Neighbours to each other, better Friends, and bet- 
ter Chriſtians. „ e 2. Uh 

SUCH happy Days we might wiſh for, and pleaſe 
ourſelves with the Thoughts of; though I muſt 
confeſs, we have little Hopes of ſeeing them, whilſt 
every one is wedded to his own fond Conceit, and 
will not ſee the Duty and Neceſſity of Church Union. 
 InsTEAD of the lovely Proſpect above deſcribed, 
we have now but a melancholy Scene before our 
Eyes, a truly primitive and Proteſtant Church de- 
ſerted, and ſpurned at by her own Children; them- 
ſelves jarririg and differing with each other, finding 
Fault with every Thing, and pleaſed with nothing z 
and, by their Peeviſhneſs and Folly, laying all open 
to a general Ruin, For if there be any Truth in our 
daviour's Words, a Houſe or Kingdom divided againſt 
75 cannot long land. Our common Enemy, the 
api, could not wiſh for more, and are with no- 
taing more pleaſed, than to fee us thus diſunited 
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ſerve not our Lord Feſus Chriſt, but their own 
and by good Words and fair Speeches deceive ibe Hearts 
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and have been always active and induſtrious to fo- 


ment our Diviſions, in hopes, that one Day, grown 
fick;and weary of Contention, and being toſſed about 
with various and wild Opinions,. we ſhall be willing 


BuT as we arc, verily perſuaded, that Popery is 
contrary to the Scriptures, we ſhould be extremely 
careful how we give them. ſo great an Advantage 
againſt us. And whereas the Church of England hath 
been always looked upon to be the firmeſt Bulwark 
againſt Popery; and none have, in Times of Trial, 
ſhewn more Courage or Learning, in the Deferice of 


the Proteſſant Religion, than the Divines of our 
Church; let us ever retain a hearty Love and Reve- 


rence of it, and think ourſelves happy that we are 


Members thereof ; and let none amongſt us ever be 
prevailed with to look towards, or to join with a 


Congregation that has been ſer up in Oppoſition to 
the ſame; remembring that it is the Apoſtle's Ad- 
vice and Command, Mari them which cauſe Diviſions 
among yen, and avoid them ; for they that are ſuch 


elly, 


of the Simple, Rom. xvi. 17, 18, Of this Sort, ſays 
St. Paul, are they which creep into Howſes, and lead 


captive filly Women, laden with Sins, and led away 
with divers Luſts; ever learning, and never able 10 


come to the Knowledge of the Truth, 2 Tim. iii. 6, 7. 
And in the very next Chapter he ſhews, how much 
the Peace of the Church would be in Danger from 


- Mens unreaſonable itching after Novelties, warning 
them to take. care, left their own vain and unſteady 
Minds beguile them into Error. The Time will 


come, ſays he, toben they will not endure ſound Do- 
trine, but-after their own Luſts ſhall they heap to them- 


ſelves Teachers, having -itching Ears: And they ſpall 


5 
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turn | away their | Bars from” the Truth, [nt er Sos 
turned unto Fables, 2 Tim. iv. 3, 4. 
TuksE Sayings of the Apoſtie do fo bang reflect 
upon the Humour and Folly of theſe latter Times, 
wherein every Man thinks himſelf at Liberty to gra- 
tify his own itching Ears, and to follow this or that 
Teacher, as he likes beſt, that one would think 
they had been written not an Age ſince, and that 
they had been ſent by the Apoſtle, as a 1 900 to. 
| the —— en in ue ; 


(HAVE e now Failed what I had WL upon the 
Four QuesT1oNs at firſt propoſed i from whence 
every honeſt Engli/bman, that wiſhes well to his na- 
tive Country, may fee how he ought to carry him- 
ſelf towards the Church and Government here ſettled 
amongſt us, and how much he is obliged to keep 
the Church's Peace, and at no Hand to join wick 
thoſe that ſeparate from her. | 
I 8HALL now addreſs myſelf to all that call them- 
ſelves Churchmen, who mike it their Glory to be 
ſo accounted, and would not be thought unworthy 
of ſo excellent a Name; intreating them to conſider 
we following Things: 
a FIRST, That our Church allows no Perſon in 
3 ort of Vice or Immorality, in any Action or Thi 
forbidden by the Laws of God. So that though a 
Man ſhould profeſs never fo great a Love and Ho- 
ch Fl nour to the Church, though he ſhould talk never:ſo 
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| loudly. and earnef = for it ; yet if he lives in the 
- Breach of God's Commandments, our Church will 


Jet own him for a true Son or Member of hers ; 
„and all his bluſtering Difcourſe'will be of no Advan- 
tage to him. We ought, indeed, to be right and 
found | in our Opinions, to avoid carefully the Errors 
of thoſe who divide from the Church's Communion: 
art if we imagine, that: a we are Members of 


ns | 
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dhe . Re „perhaps, warm Sticklers for 
it, the Sins and Blemithes in'our Lives ſhall be eaſily 
e veflooked and forgiven, we ſhall find ourſelves ſadly 
decei ved ; it being not in the Power of the be 
Church in che World to ſave a wicked Man, that 
is, dne that goes on in a Courſe. of Sin. Be our Pro- 
ſeſſion what it oe will; and let our Belief be never ſo 
right and elk grounded, a dad Life 'will overthrow 
all our-Hopes, 
Dots, therefore, any one that calls himſelf a 
himſelf in Swearing, and Curſing, 
and taking God's Name in vain? Let him know 
that in oe he diſhonours-the-Chutch he belongs to, 
and ſhews himſelf diſobedient to her Inſtructions, 
which continually, i in her holy Offices, ſets. before him 
| the Law of God, and tells him plainly, that Ged 
will net hold him. guiltleſs that taketh his Nome in vain. 
Aa there any amongſt us that yield themſelves 
Slaves to their ĩinordinate Luſts; who live in Whore- 
dom, Adultery, or any Sort of Lewdneſs ? or in a 
State of Marriage not allowed by the Laws of God ? 
Such Perions, be they of what Church they will, 
have no Reaſon to-flatter themſelves ; whilſt they re- 
pent not, and forſake not their Sin, they ſtand con- 
_ deqaned by the Scripture, and by the Sentence cf all 
r in the World. 
AGain, Does any one that is addicted to immo · 
derate Drinking, think the better of himſelf becauſe 
he is a Member of the Church ? Let him not be de- 
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ceived; The Apoſtle plainly tells him, that Drunkard;, 
as well as Adulterers and Fornicators, ſball not inherit 


the Kingdom of God: And though he ſhould wiſh the 
Church never ſo well, or drink never ſo many 


Healhs to its Proſperity, ſhe can promiſe him no 
Manner of Safety till he leaves his Exce's. 


In: a'Word, our Church allows no Man in an 
Kind of Sin or Vice: whatſoever ; if ſhe-did, he 
4vuold not be a true and pure Church of Chriſt: 


* Upon 
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: 8 Law ſhe is ſounded; his Law ſhe teaches 
and propounds to her People; and whoſae 
not be obedient to this Law, forfeits all his Intereſt 


in the Church, and in the Salvation purchaſed ſor it 
by Jeſus: our Lord. For we are plainly told, that 
He is become the Author of eternal Salvation to chews only 


that obey him. Conſider well therefore the Obligation 
you are under, as you are Chriſtians, and as . 
Members of the Church of England. 


Te ee 


Good-will towards us, and are, perhaps, more cu- 


rious to abſerve the Faults of others, than to amend 
their own, that amongſt che Churchmen are found 
the moſt Sweaters and Profane. On the other Hand, 


it has been-remarked, that amongſt the Diſſenters are 


to be found many that will lie and difſemble e horribly, 
and whilſt they talk fair, and in a Strain of Godli- 


neſs, will not flick to cheat and to act knaviſhly. But 


to what Purpoſe do ſuch Remarks ſerve; or which 
Side is the better by upbraiding each other with their 
Faults? It ſhould be the Care of all Chriſtians to 

avoid every Thing ſinful and wicked; and the Laws 
of Chriſtianity forbid Men, as well to ſwear. and 
to talk profanely, as to cheat and play the Hypocrite. 
As, therefore, no Diſſenter will be ha more excuſable 
for ſpying Faults and Blemiſhes in the Life of a 
Churchman; ſo no Churchman will be the better 
for: looking into. the Life, and condemning the bad 


Actions of a Diſſenter. 


IT were heartily to be wiſhed that in a Proteſtant 
Nation we had no Diſſenſion about Religion at all, 


and there were no other Struggle amongſt us, but 
who ſhould be the beſt Chriſtian. But as we believe, 


and are perſuaded, that our Brethren are extremely 


in the Wrong, in dividing needleſsly from us; and 


that we ate in a much ſafer Condition, by living in 


| the Unity of the Church, than joining with any that 
| break the Peace of it; we ſhould be extremely careful 
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how we loſe the Advantage, and overthrow all our 
Hopes and Pretenſions by acting wickedly. We 
ſhould, for the Sake of our own Souls, and ſor the 
Honour of that Church we profeſs ourſelves of, avoid 
every Thing immoral and miſhecoming, endeavayr- 


ing, as St. Pal did, to cat off Occaſion from them that 
ſcet Occaſion to defame xs: And as St. Peter adviſes, 


Having a good Conſcience,” that whereas they ſpeak Evil 
of you, as of Evil-daers, they may be a, that falſh 
"accuſe your goed Converſation in Chrift, But whatever 


- Detects or Failings there may be in particular Perſons, 


they cannot with any Juſtice be imputed tothe Church, 
which teaches no Man to do Evil, and pronounces 
. Condemnation upon all in general that work Iniguity. 


5 ee. e. 

f A our Religion binds us to depart from every evil 
Way, not to allow ourſelves in any Sort of 

Wickednefs or Vice: '. 
SECONDLY, It farther requires us to practiſe every 
Thing that is gocd, and to grow in all Grace and 
Virtue, For this Reaſon it is, that our Church has 
ſelected the choiceſt Portions of Scripture, to be con- 
-tinually read in the Ears of her People, that they 
may ſee and remember, hat Manner of Perſons they 
oug bt to be, in all holy Converſation and Godiineſs, as 
the Apoſtle expreſſes it. And in this you have an 


Advantage beyond what is commonly found in thoſe 
Meetings and Congregations, which are fet up in 


Oppoſition to the Church, where the Reading of the 
Scripture is not made any Part of their public Service. 
TI 'mas is flatly contrary to what was anciently done 
in the Church of God, as we are told, As xv. 21. 


bat Moſes of old Time had in every City them thut 
preached him, being read in the Synagogues every Sabbath 


Day. The Law of Maoſes was not only preached or 
- expounded upon, but was conſtantly read in the pub- 
lic Aſſemblies. This good Cuſtom we find . 
8 ; E > F | 5 7 
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by the Apoſtles, who themſelves were preſent, and 
paid their Attention thereto; as we find, As xiii. 
14, 15. where it is faid of Paul and Barnahas, That 
they came to Antioch; and went into the Syna ag gue on 1b 
the ” Sabbath Day, and t down,, and after the © ending 
of the Law and the ms, the Rulers of the Hue. _ 
re 75 unto them, 72 en and Brethren, if SUE 
| any Mord of We Þ for the People, ſay on. 
"The be Ser een Res bee were 2 read, then fol- 
lowed' the Verd of Bxhortation;, exactly anſwering 
to what is done in our Church, and has been the 
conſtant Practice of all Chriſtian Churches. So 
that we may juſtly wonder how the Reading of ibe 
Word of God ſhould be neglected in any Congrega- 
tion of ' Chriſtians; except it were to ſhew, that in 
this, as well as other Things, ſome are reſolyed to 
be ſingular. But let who will neglect it, our Church 
obſerves the ancient Cuſtom, making the Reading of 
the Scripture a conſtant Part of her Service; that 
People might not depend only upon the Word of 
Man, but on the Word of God itſelf; and be able 
thence to make a Judgment of the InftruQtions that 
are dehvered to them.. | 
ACCORDINGLY in the Flims, in the Chapters, | 
in the Epiſtles and Goſpels, that are continually 
read in the Church, we are told, be ſides what is 
taught from the Pulpit, how, and in what Manflec 
we mould frame our Lives; 3 that we ſhould not enly 
forbear every Thing that. is vile and ſinful, dure 
mindful to practiſe every Thin that is boy aad 
good; RES a Conſclence wid of © ence towards 
ow. God thi towards 771 that rl noodlineſs and 
| wor af Lnfts, we fend live foberly,, e and 
gedly in this preſent Morld. Our Chu ch uſes no other 
b J Exhortations than ſuch as the Apoſtles did, and in the: 
like Terms addrefles herſclf to you: Finally, Bre- 
en, whatſoever Things are true, whatſoever Things are: 
d 1 lune, whutſorver Things are juſt, W Things 
7 ll C 3 are 
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6275 whatſoever Things are lovely, whatſoever 
bings are of good Report, if there be any Virtue, and 
if there be any Praiſe, think on theſe Things : Think on 
them, ſo as to live and act accotdingly. * 
. o dea little more particular: 
It,x you would ſhew your Reſpect and Love to the 
_ » Church, you muſt eſpecially be mindful of your 
Public Duties, on which the . of God and Re- 
ligion do fo much depend. That Perſon deſerves not 
the Name of a Churchman, who obſerves not the 
Lord's Day; and is willing rather to fit at Home, 
and be doing nothing, than to appear with his 
_ Neighbours at the Houſe of God. He or the that, 
_ whillt they are able, refuſe or neglect to come to 
the Church, there to join in the public Worſhip, is 
_ fo far ſrom being of the Church Communion, that 
they voluntarily excommunicate themſelvggy/ throw- 
ing themſelves out of its Society, and by ſhutting 
 _. themſclves out from Chriſt's Church on Eaith, go 
| - . the Way to be baniſhed from the Church of the Firjt- 
| _ born written in Heaven. Lo live in the Neglect of 
the public Worſhip of God, is to act much worſe 
than either a Few, a Turk, or a Heathen, who all in 
their ſeveral Ways expreſs openly the Reverence 
they have for their Religion. Each of theſe have 
" their ſolemn Times and Places appointed for their 
public Worſhip ; and whoſoever cuſtomarily abſent 
themſelves from it, are looked upon as vile and 
profligate Wretches, unworthy of Society. And will 
not all theſe riſe up in Judgment againſt too mary 
_ Chriſtians, who are ſo hardly to be brought to the 
Houſe of Prayer, who are fo little mindful of the 
Lord's Day, and leave the Service of God for any 
little Buſineſs or Pleaſures of the World? If, therefore, 
you would be thought good Members of the Church; 
if, indeed, you have any Value for God, or for your own 
Souls, have a Care of neglecting your publ:c Duty; 
3525 $a = remembering 
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ment the Church could inflict ; and is it not ſtrange 
that People ſhould be willing to inflict it upon them- 
ſelves, and when they might come and freely receive 
the Pledges of Chriſt's Love, they ſhould unthank- 
fully refuſe it? Thoſe who live in any open and 
| ſcandalous Sin cannot be admitted if they would; 
but that any ſhould ſhut themſelves out, when there 
is ao ſuch Bar againſt them, is indeed amazing, and 
| ſhews that they have very little Senſe of what their 
| Religion, and the Church they are of, does md | 
from them. ; 
Ir you would mew monie Members of the 
| Church, indeed, you muſt nut be backward to join 
in ſo ſolemn an O:dinance of it; and, as you would 
not be excluded from the Lord's Preſence hereafter, 


you muſt be willing to come to his Table heres: and 
to do this in Remembrance of bim. 
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remembering what the Plalmiſt ſays, The Mieted ſball 
be turned into Hell, and all the People that forget God. 


AMONG other Parts of your public Duty, let me 


put you in mind of one, which though of great Im- 
portance, too many ate apt to be failing in, even of 


thoſe, Who otherwiſe ſeem ready enough to attend 


on the Service of God and that i is, the Receiving 
of the Sacrament at the Times appointed, or as oſten 
as you have convenient Opportunity. _ | 
| Tn has been always reckoned a ſacred and prin- 5 
cipal Act of Church- Communion. The being de- 


barred from it was ever aceounted the greateſt Puniſh- 


Bur it is not enough that People come to the 


2h Church, and ſhew themſelves there for Faſhion's 


Sake; they mult alſy mind and be careful to attend 
to what is there done, We come to the Houſe of 


God to pay our Worſhip, to offer him our Praiſes 


and Thankſgivings, for the many Mercies and Bene- 
fits we receive ſiom him; to implore his Grace and 


3lefling upon ourſelues and others; to hear his Law 


1 1 aud to be inſtructed out of his holy Word. 


Remember, 
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Remember, therefore, the good Advice of Samer 
Krep thy Fort when theu goeft to the Houſe of Gd, and 
be more ready to hear, than <9 offer the Sacrifice of Fos; 
fe they confoder not that they do Evil, Eccieſ, v. 1. To 
preferit ourfelves before God, and not to heed or to 
join ĩn the Prayers and Praiſes that are offered to him, 
is, indeed, to pay #he Sacrifice of Pools, ſuch a lame 

and defeRive Sacrifice as will nat be accepted. Hear 

the Sentiments of an honeſt Heathen on this Point: 
„% Men, ſays be, are never more' concerned to be 
< humble and modeſt, than when they have to do 
about God. They ſhould enter the Temples with 
Dan humble and compoſed Demeanour : When they 
approach to ſacrifice, it ſhould be with all i imagin- 
able Expreſſions of Revererce and Modeſty in their 
Countenance and Carriage.“ How does this re- 
proach too many amongſt us Chriſtians, who enter 
the Church with no Manner of Reverence? who, 
in the Midſt of the O_o ſit irreverently on their 
Seats, and mind nothing of the Duty they ſhould be 
paying to God # It, therefore, it was' noed for a 
Fault in the People of Iſrael, that they drew nigh unto 
Cod, and honoured him with their Lips, when their 
Hearts were far from bim; much greater certainly is 
the Fault of thoſe, who neither with Heart, nor ſo 
much as Lip, are careful to do him Honour, but fit 
perfectly filent and unconcerned, and will hardy 
touble themſelves to ſay to the Prayers an Amen. 
1 WHATEVER the Miniſter fays or does in the Con- 
gregation, will be of no Benefit to them, who do 
not go along with him in it. To make it their own 
Act of Worſhip, they muſt join themſelves in the 
ſame, and the Prayers muſt be ſent up with their 
o un attentive Thoughts and Defires, if they would 
pve them effectual to their particular God. We 
e joy, by the divine Favour, a very decoming and 
excellent Form of Worſhip, every Way fuited to the 
e of OP and deriving * ourſelves all 
Manner 
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Manner of Graces and Bleflings ; and there is no- 


thing wanting, but to bring along with us religious 
and devout Minds; which, if we are but careful to 
do, we ſhall find. ſufficient Matter to employ them. 


And would all People be perſuaded to come, and to 


enter together upon the divine Service, and to join in 
every Part of it in that Order, with that Devotion, 
and with thoſe proper Geſtures and Marks of Re- 
ſpect, which are required by the Common-Prayer 
Book, it would then be ſeen that we worſhip the Lord 
in the Beauty of Holineſs ; and any one coming in, and 
obſerving the Decency of our Worſhip, would be 


ready to fall down with us, and would report that 
God it in us of a Truth, N 


A mn. 
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SECT. XVIII. 


1 T would alſo be much for the Honour of our 


Church, if People would be prevailed. with to pay = 
as 


"alittle more Reſpect to the Holy days, which ſhe 
thought proper to be obſerves, not in too great Num- 


ders, or in Remembrance of mere imaginary Saints, 
(as is done in the Church of Rome) but in Henour to 


our bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles; and which re- 
cur at ſuch proper Intervals and Diftances, as not to 


be very burdenſome to us. That Chriſtians ſhould 
ſometimes faſt, appears very plain from the Directions 
of our Lord, how and in what Manner it is to be 


done: When ye ſaſt, be not as the Hypocrites. And if 
(as far as we ate able) we complied with the Faſts of 
the Church, we ſhould find them very uſeful towards 
the ſubduing our bad Inclinations, towards the wean- 
ing our Affections from the World, and making 


. Improvements in Piety and Virtce, Were 


People as religiouſly diſpoſed as they ought to be, it 


is not to be doubted, but many more might find Lei- 
ſure to attend the Prayers on the Holy days, than 


now commonly do. And, methinks, when we hear 
| bow regular the Papifts are in obſerving the Orders 


of 
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of their Church, we, who profeſs. a better and more 
pars Religion, ſhould not come behind them is our 
ety and Devotion ; but ſhould be forward to ſhew 
that our Church, as well as theirs, requires from its 
Members, A boly Converſation, and Gediineſs. 
Bor whilit I am recommending a ſpecial Care in 
the Obſervance of your public Duties, it is not with 
an Intention to paſs over, or to make you leſs mind- 
ful of what is to be done in private. For both God 
requires, and does expect from us, both a public and 
a2 private Worſhip; that we ſbauld not for ſake the of- 
enibling of ourſelves together, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, in 
order to yield hm the open Teſtimonies of our Ho- 
nour and Reverence ; and alſo that we fail not in our 
daily Acknowledgments to him at Home, in-the 
Duties of the Family and the Cloſet ; taking up and 
purſuing the worthy Reſolution of Foſbua, As for me, 
and my Houſe, tue will ſerve the Lord ; and remem- 
bering that Ditection of our Saviour, Enter into thy. 
Cloſet, and pray io thy heaven Father in ſecret. 
No Perfon that has any Senſe of Religion ſhould 
fail, at leaſt twice in the 1 5 to bow himſelf down 
to God in Prayer, namely, every Morning and every 
Evening, tv bleſs and praiſe him for the continual 
Protection of his Hand, to afk Pardon for his daily 
Offences and Follies, and to petition his Grace and 
Bleſſing upon himſelf and all that belong to him. 
For a Man to riſe in the Morning, and in the 
Evening to lay himſelf down, without taking notice 
of, or paying any Acknowledgment to God his Mz- 
ker, what is this, but to act like the poor brute Ciea- 
tures, and to ſnew himſelf to have no more Under- 
Randing than the Beaſts that periſh? it being by Reli- 
gion, or a Senſe of our Duty to God, that we are 
properly diſtinguiſhed from theſe inferior Creatures. 
We ſhould rather be inclined to have God often in 
our Thoughts, and to be mote frequent in our Ad- 
| Ureſies to the Throne of Grace, imitating the Ex- 
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ample of holy David; At-Evening, and at Morning, 


aud at Noon will I pray: Like to what we read alſo of 
the Prophet Daniel, who #neeled upen his Knees three 
Times a Day, and gave Thanks before his Gad, Dan. vi. 
10. The Religion and Church we are of, binds us to 
be mindful] of all our public and private Duties. 

Ap as we are taught to lead a geh, fo alſo a 
righteous and a ſober Life : ** To be juſt and honeſt 
«* in all our Dealings; to injure no Ferſon by Word 
% or Deed; to bear no Malice nor Hatred in our 


« Hearts; to keep our Hands from Robbing and 


« Stealing; to keep our Tongues from Evil-ſpeak- 


„ ing, Lying, and Slandering.“ In like Manner are 


we required to obſerve a due Government over our- 


ſelves, :and to lay a Reſtraint upon all our Appetites 
and Deſires; as we are handſomely admoniſhed in 
dur Church Catechiſm, to keep our Bodies in 


.«« Temperance, Soberneſs, and Chaſtity.” Nor muſt 


we ſorget the great Duty of Charity, without which 
all our Doings are nothing worth, as our Church re- 


minds us in its excellent Collect; recommending tb 


us Charity of. all Kinds, relieving the Poor, com- 
forting and eiding the Afflicted, fo:giving and pray 


ing for our Enemies, forbearing to judge hardly and 


ry of our Neighbour. We ſhould endeavour 
to poſſeſs ourſelves of an univerſal Benevolence and 
Good-will towards all; and though we are to follow _ 
none in their Errors, we are to refuſe to no Perſon, 
however differing in.Religion from us, Acts of Hu- 
manity, Kindneſs, and Pity. This is the true Spi- 
rit of Chriſtianity, and of that excellent Church 
whereof we are Members 5 | 
Bx the View we have now taken of what our Re- 
ligion does require from us, it may be obſerved, how 
much People are apt to miſtake in building their 


| Hypes upon one or two particulat de or Branches ' 
bo | 


uty. Nothing is more common than for a Man 


to juſtify himſelf, and to appear eaſy and ſecure, if 
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_ Chriſtians, we muſt live, not only righteouſly, but 


60 The Engliſhman directed, &c. 
he has but carried it fairly and honeſtly in the World; 
if when he comes to die, he can but ſay for himſelf, 
<« never did any one Harm, but quietly followed my 
© own Buſineis.“ So far certainly he ated well; 
but, alas! to be an honeſt Man is not enough. Many 
2 Turk, many a Hleatben, can ſay ſo much for himſelf, 
'The Inquiry here ſhould be, not only whether he be 
an honeſt Man, but a good Chriſtian? Has he been 


cConſtant at the Church, conſtant at the Sacrament, 
always mindful of his private Duty to God at Home? 


Has he lived ſoberly? Has he been not only juſt, but 
Charitable N to his Ability? If he has lived 
in this Chriſtian Manner, he may then take Com- 

fort in himſelf, and hope ſor Mercy and Salvation in 
and through the Sufferings and Mediation of his 
bleſſed Redeemer, for whoſe Sake God is pleaſed to 
. overlook the Failings and ImperfeRions to which 
the beſt of his Servants are liabe. 

Ix a Word, to be good Churchmen and good 


 ſoberly ; and not only ſoberly and rig bteouſſy, but alſo 
godly in this preſent Merld. Then may we chearfully 
look forward to that bleſſed Hope, and the glorious Ap- 
_ fearing of the great God, and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt ; © 
to whom be Gry and Praiſe for evermare, © | 
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